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March 28 


Forester, C. S. Little, Brown , 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD $3.75 7S 


The gift Forester has demonstrated in successive Hornblower yarns is here 
applied to a wholly new background for him- an Atlantic convoy, while the destroyer 
escorts were woefully lacking, and the wolf pack growing bolder. The central char- 
acter, Captain Krause of the Keeling, has many of the qualifications of a Hornblower:- 
Navy bred, dedicated to the cause of duty, inflexible in discipline, winning devoted 
friends and no- apparent- enemies, lonely in his personal life with a certain tragedy 
of bereavement hanging over him, long years of service- and small rewards- and now 
his big chance,- his first vital command. The Keeling had as aid another destroyer 
and two corvettes~ the four of them to guard a straggling line of 27 merchant ships. 
And the nights and days took toll- as the tiny escorts battled the marauders. There's 
an extraordinary achievement of suspense, despite the repeat pattern as the subs are 
sighted on the screen, their course guessed and plotted, the signals exchanged, the 
circling, sighting, losing, sighting, attacking, losing, and - at long intervals- 
success, more often doubt, sometimes failure. But the overwhelming thing about it is 
the mounting tension of fatigue, hunger, thirst, need to get physical relief, and yet 
the constant, sustained sense of duty. A man's book- a naval man's book perhaps, but 
everyone will find it holding reading. (LC: 55-7474) 


April 6 


Shute, Nevil Morrow 
THE BREAKING WAVE $3.50 


The war from a unique angle in a story that encompasses two lives in counter- 
point. One- that of Alan Duncan, Australian born, a veteran officer who had lost two 
feet in the war, and was returning, with some reluctance, to help in the running of his 
aging father's vast holdings. The other- that of Janet Prentice, who- as Jessie, house- 
maid to his parents, had killed herself the night before his arrival. Alan, finding 
@ photograph, realizes her identity as the English girl who was to have married his 
young brother, killed on secret mission before Dieppe. Alan, after a time lag due to 
his own disaster, had tried in vain to find her. And, through her diaries, carefully 
concealed, and the piecing together of his own knowledge and research, the bits of fact 
fall into place. Through the pages one gets a wholly fresh story of life just behind 
the lines of embarkation before the invasion. One gets something of the life of the 
Wrens, in which branch of service Janet had distinguished herself in ordinance, and 
as a crack shot. And one gets-feelingly presented-the steps by which she came to think 
that she must pay in death of loved ones for the accident of shooting down a plane, 
manned not with Germans- but with Czechs and Poles seeking hostage. It is a haunting 
sort of story, not always convincing, but always holding. Those who have felt that 
Nevil Shute had gone “around the bend", will find here that he is still primarily a 
good story teller. (LC: 55-6369) 
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TWO DARK HORSES 
Marc 26 4/20- (ye, 8.6.4. s 
Ruark, Robert Doubleday 
SOMETHING OF VALUE $5.00 


* A big, brawny, brutal book already on its way to Hollywood with a high price 
tag, is full of many things- from sex to dark ritual, big game hunting to the dreadful 
violence of the Mau Mau, and along with some very untidy writing- is still charged with 
a strong story and some very real feeling about black and white Africa. And the whole 
terror of the Mau Mau, not a local brush fire but a revolt against the white man's world 
which had taken away old traditions without giving "something of value" in return, is 
personalized through the story of the McKenzies, the children of a successful farmer-- 
Lisa who grows up to marry Jeff Newton, Peter who becomes a professional hunter and whose 
safaris take in women and whisky as well as wild animals. The return- from England- of 
Holly Keith, makes Peter willing to settle down, but their marriage never gets off to a 
fair start when the next day, Jeff and two of the children are killed, Lisa is left half 
dead and mutilated by Kimani- the native companion of Peter's childhood. With the 
epidemic spread of violence, a few white men- Peter among them- take to the hills to hunt 
Kikiyu instead of rhino, use conjure for conjure, torture for torture. Peter, haggard, 
racked, and often drunk, comes home only for a night here and there to find that Holly can 
no longer take the life alone on the farm with an old man, Lisa, and her surviving young- 
ster. The marriage ended, Peter goes off alone to stalk Kimani- kills him with his own 
hands.... Ruark, who is perhaps under the influence of Hemingway, writes with a rugged 
masculinity but none of the discipline. But in spite of the undergrowth in which there 
is a great deal of sanguine detail, the story is not slowed down- nor gentled for more 
sensitive tastes. A popular potential- and the publishers will beat their own drum. 


(Le: 55-5178) a 


April 11 I€ 


Knopf 


Masters, Dexter 
THE ACCIDENT $3.95 4, 


* If you can accept the fact that nuclear physics can be humanized and dramatized 
and made absorbingly interesting and philosophically challenging and emotionally moving, 
then you will be ready for this extraordinary book. Some years ago a novel entitled Live 
With Lightning by Mitchell Wilson (1949) attempted this- but the attempt was blurred in 
the romantic aspects of the story and the angry injection of material conflicts. The 
Accident, on the other hand, gives only secondary emphasis to the relations of its young 
physicist, Louis Saxl, to those outside the ring of his associates at Los Alamos, and 
the importance of what was happening there. And somehow, the thinking of those men, from 
the military top brass to the common soldier, from the leading physicists to the medical 
men and nurses at the hospital, comes clear. One reads with fascinated concentration the 
discussions- pro and con- often incomprehensible to the layman- but always sparked by the 
inner struggles for rationalization, justification, aspiration, Some of the figures remain 
vehicles for their arguments; others come across as personalities. And increasingly, 
despite the multiplicity of scientific and medical details that wrap him round after "the 
accident", Louis is a whole person, a scientist first, last and always, and a lover on 
the periphery.. In flashbacks one gets the story of his life, sometimes through bits re- 
membered by his family; more often through Theresa, the girl who waited seven years to be 
his wife. And there are other points at which the story is told in parallel terms;- what 
happened, in the brief and starved interludes of his romance; what happened when he 
emerged from the coccoon of student life to the awareness of relative importance in the 


opportunities that confronted him. Only the Spanish War episode seems shadowy, unreal - Pa 
as perhaps it was to Louis. And the injection co” the threat of Congressional investiga- 

tion strikes a jagged note, never quite integrated with the rest. This is quibbling, 

perhaps, but serves only to highlight the almost wholly sustained impact of the total book. 

Just how it will be received is a question. Word of mouth enthusiasm should start and 


keep people reading and talking about it. (LC: 54-7198) 
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For Special Note.... 


With four making the headlines on the two preceding pages, the Problematical Books 
seem anticlimactic. There are names- but only for their special following, ranging 
from the sob story clientele to the intellectual ivory tower dwellers. There's some 
good adventure- but not quite good enough. And there's a new Paul Hyde Bonner, 
EXCELSIOR (Scribner) which the publishers will promote into big sales. Reports follow. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-— Fiction 


February 28 


Peisson, Edouard Norton 
THE LINER $3.50 


Winter storms in the north Atlantic are a forbidding background for the story 
of the Canope, a "bad" ship that brings disaster to her passengers and crew. Refused 
by the original buyers, she is sold cheaply, serviced incompletely and is on her way 
with an ad interim Captain, Godde, who has had to take over when his superior collapses 
in Naples. Aware of her dangerous roll, of the uncooperative attitude of officers and 
crew, Godde nurses her safely until a distress signal from a cargo ship forces him to 
decide whether to approach for rescue or continue on his way. He changes course, 
throws the Canope across the mountainous seas and is himself in trouble when water floods 
the engine room. The cargo ship is lost, two ships come to the aid of the sinking 
Canope, and Godde is saved aboard the Virginia, captained by his old friend, reserved 
and responsible Vox. There the enormity of his behavior in view of the safety of his 
passengers, the realization of the effect of his actions on his men and of the fact 
that he has lost the ship for nothing crowd him into a personal hell. A crashing 


seascape which is as perturbed as the humans, this is grimly effective. 
al 


Hutchins, Maude Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE MEMOIRS OF MAISIE $3.50 “ 


The capricious, sometimes confused, and frequently lecherous memories of 
Maisie alternate here with the happenings in the household which she shares with her 
daughters- and her granddaughters-and which parellel her more youthful, desirable 
past. These are the fancies and conceits of the very old- isolated from a world they 
can no longer share, and Maisie's lovers as well as her progeny (8), many of whom have 
died, form a ghostly cavalcade. More real is Paula, her granddaughter, whose dalliance 
with the gardener's son reminds Maisie of own hotblooded interlude with the groom; the 
defection of her favorite daughter Sissy's husband after the theft of money spent on 
other women; the death of another grandchild which brings back the loss of her own 
Lisa; etc. etc. Lighter in intentions than the earlier Diary of Love and My Hero, 
this again applies the terminology of the analyst's couch to the indulgences of the 
bed- and the end effect- rather than ribald- is precious and perverse. (LC: 55-6664) 


Lawrence, Josephine Harcourt, Brace 
THE GATES OF LIVING $3.95 


«.. “have to be opened one by one”, and this is the lesson learned by Dru- 
Silla Hall, 21, afraid of a reality which may not equal ‘her trusting expectations.. 
Living with her mother, a discontented divorcee, and a younger sister Clemmy who is 
determined to get without giving, Drusilla retreats from the possibility of dis- 
illusion by lending a helping hand to other families, and sitting with old women and 
young children. She also disassociates herself from the promise of happiness offered 
by Curry (Currant) Bunn- a quiet young man she meets on a vacation; broods unhappily 
over Clemmy- who marries impulsively and gets a divorce heartlessly; until finally 
she recognizes the compromise between youthful dreams and experience and is ready to 
settle for the steady security which Curry Bunn offers her. Again an earnest examina- 
tion of common denominator dilemmas which might be yours. Rentals. (LC: 55-5637) 
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March 10 


Gaddis, William Harcourt, Brace 
THE RECOGNITIONS $7.50 & 


This overlong (946 pages) and rather pretentious first novel concerns itself 
with the impasse of the modern intellectual, living in a world where everyone wears a false 
face of one kind or another, wanting to believe in something, and "knowing" too much to 
have faith in anything. The scene is Spain, Rome and Paris in Europe, New York City 
(mainly Greenwich Village) and a New England town in the United States, and at moments an 
unnamed Central American Republic. The characters,and they multiply- since Mr. Gaddis has 
tried to write a"novel without a hero", range from hipsters and homosexuals to spoiled 
Catholics and Puritans to aimless pseudo-intellectuals, town drunkards, and religious 
fanatics. In what is also a novel without a defined plot, the most interesting parts con- 
cern Wyatt Gwyon, as his various activities take him from forging old masters in New York 
to Spain- where he attempts to find some kind of truth; and his father, a New England 
minister who converts himself to Mithraism- sun worship. But the main fault of the novel 
is a complete lack of disctipline. Gaddis writes with ease and vigor about a Greenwich 
Village gathering, but repeats this sequence many times. He knows many odd facts about 
ancient religions- and he injects them all. He is familiar with many languages, and there 
are passages in Spanish, Italian, French, German, Latin and even Hungarian. It is a pity 
that, in his first novel, he did not have stronger editorial guidance than is apparent in 
the book- for he can write very well- even though most of the time he just lets his pen 


run on. (LC: 55-5247) 
March 14 


Jacobson, Dan Harcourt, Brace 
THE TRAP $2.95 


A novella which is sere and spare and jibes at the white man's supremacy issues es 
from the African veld where van Schoor, a farmer, sustains an unequal struggle against the 
land and the natives. Van Schoor's discovery that Setole, his plasterer, has been beaten 
when drunk, leads to the admission of the deed by Willem, his bossboy, who pleads that Setole 
had made indecent approaches and should be discharged. Setole is chased away, but as he 
leaves suggests that there are other troubles on the farm- from Willem, although "a Kaffir 
with respect", is engaged in a sheep stealing partnership with the butcher, Maclachlan. 
Maclachlan, warned by Willem that they have been watched, sees that Willem is caught and 
turns him in to van Schoor whose sense of personal betrayal is bitter... A sullen, sultry 
country- and the black man's evasive, mocking lip-service to the white provides an effec- 


tive episode. (LC: 55-5245) 
March 17 


Hall, Oakley Viking 
MARDIOS BEACH $3.50 


The self made man whose pride in his maker blinds him to all other relationships 
pays the price of his isolation and ruthless climbing as "Wild" Bill Gregory, successful 
used-car dealer, has his world collapse around him. Cruel and punishing to his wife, over- 
indulgent and critical of his stuttering four-year-old son, lashing out at his ex and 
current mistress, he is sparked by the former's eighteen year old son, Keith, home from 
college on a weekend. Keith's interest in Mary Lynn, his shock at the revelation of his 
| mother's past association with Bill, and his friendship with Bannerman lead him to rouse 
Bill's vicious jealousy and set in motion a course of events that end in tragedy for Bill. 
For Bill drives his wife away - to Bannerman, keeps a hard-drinking pace and by his soddenness 
becomes the means of his son's death, waked at last to the emptiness that faces him. The ot 
sin and weakness of selfishness and its corrosive progress makes for reading that is un- 
pleasant and often ugly. (LC: 55-6900) 
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March 36 25 


Baker, Gladys Putnam 
OUR HEARTS ARE RESTLESS $3.50 


A convert to Catholicism herself (I Had To Know, 1954), the author again 
pursues this theme in fictional form. Georgia Gale, a prize winning American novelist, 
has been on the wagon five years and when she falls off, voluntarily commits herself to 
Dr. De Lattre's private sanitarium in Switzerland. Believing her compulsive alcholism 
will not respond to treatment, she does achieve a superficial integration as her love 
for Ron Stephens, another American, fills her life, even when she learns he is married. 
But when he is seduced by a wealthy Australian, she heads again for the bottle. De 
Lattre meanwhile has enlisted Mother Mary Magdalene. Superior of the enclosed order 
of a nearby convent, to help in the fight. When Ron, ready to come back to a waiting 
Georgia, agrees instead to the return of his wife - it is to the Church that Georgia 
now turns, becoming a Catholic and finding in religion and marriage to De Lattre the 
real release from the trauma of an early love affair and the victimization of drink. 
Currently popular problems here should appeal to a woman's market. (LC: 55-6996) 









































March 22 


Scowcroft, Richard Houghton, Mifflin 
A VIEW OF THE BAY $3.00 


A new novel takes on a little of the indecision of its characters- a group 
of contemporary non-conformists whose old acquaintance or more recent association with 
Craig Robertson bring them together after his death. At his suicide, Craig's money, 
which he had never known how to spend except in a gesture of protest- in the publica- 
tion of a little, little magazine, is left to Leonard Shaw, the subsidized friend of 
his childhood. This revives- for Shaw- old memories of the years spent with Craig- 

a misfit at school; the still powerful attraction to Nora, Craig's sister, and the 
flickering temptation of the world she offers him; the question mark of Audrey, who 
edited his magazine with a vehement admiration of its patron--- until finally, repu- 
diating Nora and losing his lien on the money, Leonard returns home to Janet- and the 
son she has borne him... A sensitive if sardonic perspective of lives which are 

out of sorts- rather than at real odds, this has moments of acerb accuracy rather 
than any real definition. (LC: 55-5048) 


8 





March 2h 41% 


Maughan, Robin Harcourt, Brace 
BEHIND THE MIRROR $3.50 


| * David Brent, a motion picture script writer, is sent to Africa to contact 

Norman Hartleigh who as a young man in the foreign service had been the last lover of 

1 an aging actress, Daphne Moore, whose life is to be filmed. Nasty gossip precedes 

| Brent's arrival in the highlands where Hartleigh, now 60, is living with a Cockney 

boy of 26, Bill Wayne. But the man Brent finds is sad and seedy character, while 

| Bill Wayne is engaged in a rather dangerous romance with a married woman. While 

| refusing permission to use his identity in the film, Hartleigh reveals the real nature 

of his relationship with Daphne Moore whom he remembers as a meretricious woman he had 

| hated- not loved; of his strong attraction to her youngster which had led to the 
vindictive denunciation which had driven him out of the country- and the service; and of the 
memory of that boy whom he is to meet again- in Bill- and for whom, in a protective 

' gesture, he now gives his life.... An always expert raconteur, this story of a 
@ "tainted wether" cencures the intolerant flock, while irony sharpens the rebuke. 


(LC: 55-5320) 
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March 26 2) 
Messner 
MOTHER AND SON $3.50 @ 


Probably all that needs to be said about this new novel is that it is very much 
like any novel by Ivy Compton-Burnett, articulate beyond belief, witty, clear-eyed, complex, 
and- depending on the reader- utterly delightful or utterly unreadable. The plot is as 
complicated as any more sophisticated Gilbert and Sullivan imbroglio. There are the Humes: 
Miranda, 80; her younger husband Julius, 68; her middle-aged son, Rosebery; and her two 
nephews and a niece, adolescents. And there is the household of a Miss Greatheart; Miss 
Wolsey, her friend, and Miss Burke, her housekeeper. These two groups become thoroughly 
intermingled- and separate again. Julius confesses that thethree children are really his 
illegitimate offspring and it is discovered, after Miranda's death, that Rosebery is her son 
by another man. Miss Greatheart and Miss Burke are saved from marriage with Julius and 
Rosebery, respectively, by the outspoken Miss Wolsey. And all propose to live their separate 
lives as happily as they may ever after. "I have never been afraid to put my thoughts into 
words", says Rosebery at one point- and any character here might say the same. It is the 
conversation that makes these books- the plot is nothing and the message of little impor- 
tance. Either you enjoy the brilliant talk, the flashes of insight, the sharp revelations 
of small facets of character, or you shouldn't even bother with them. (LC: 55-7262) 


Compton-Burnett, Ivy 


March 30 


Harper 


Carr, John Dickson 
CAPTAIN CUT-THROAT $3.50 


Another sortie into history takes up the tale of the anonymous murderer of 
Napoleon's sentries at Boulogne when England waited his decision to invade. A tricky 
battle of wits pits English spy Alan Hepburn against Boney's minister of police, Fouche, 


as he is captured and offered the chance to find the terror-making Captain Cut-throat - 
knowing that he is the favorite suspect. Trapped into the companionship of his French- 
English wife and the unscrupulous Madame de Sainte Elme by the puppet master, Hepburn 
survives the surveillance of Lt. Schneider, learns the Emperor's change of plans and 
escapes his doom by a two way bargain with Fouche, after he has conveyed information to 
the English warship, Medusa, in deaf and dumb language. A thundering tale in which the 
"strutting Corsican" is handed a more than villainous part. (LC: 55-6569) 


Harper 


Settle, Mary Lee 
THE LOVE EATERS $3.00 


An uncomfortable but compassionate portrait of a small town in the Allegheny 
coal region is provided through the visitation of two men who come to disrupt and corrupt 
the small change of experience in this community. Selby Dodd, the attractive, worthless 
son of Jim Dodd's first marriage to a common woman, comes home to his father for the first 
time- his father who is now married to Marty, a sensible, sympathetic younger woman. 
Hamilton Sacks, emotionally emasculated and physically crippled, is imported to direct the 
local theatricals- but creates most of the drama offstage. From his wheelchair, Sacks 
watches and whets Selby's ability to attract women he will never love in return; a mother 
and daughter are susceptible, as well as Marty, and by the close, a fire at the theatre 
completes the destruction of Sacks' vicarious voyeurism.... Arid as much of this is, there 
is a sympathy for simple, successful Jim Dodd and Marty, the unequal and unwitting victims, 
which somewhat relieves the course of events here. (IC: 55-6596) 


Schaefer, Jack - Ed. Houghton, Mifflin 
OUT WEST $4.00 


An overflowing haul of stories of the West - NOT horse opera Westerns - travels 
rewardingly from Applegate to Wister with each selection welcomingly and warmly introduced 
by the editor. From books, magazines, travel and notebook observations, from fiction and 
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some non-fiction, from men on the scene and away from it, the material is built into 

@& convincing collection which holds primarily to colloquial simplicity and its vigorous 
humor, boisterous life and tall stories. Here are "sun-god heroes", Indians, pioneers, 
the white conquerors, the animals on whom their lives depended, the families and finally 
the old men recalling the days of their youth. Mary Austin, Walter Clark, Edwin Corle, 
Stephen Crane, H. L. Davis, Howard Fast, Vardis Fisher, Hamlin Garland, Bret Harte, 
Oliver La Farge, Jack London, Frederick Remington, Eugene Rhodes, Conrad Richter, Mari 
Sandoz, Wallace Stegner, Stewart Edward White- are among those who bring authenticity 

to the panorama anc. who contribute to a definite literature of the West. Good stuff. 


MapohPP 1] (Lr. ++ 


Whitney, Phyllis A. Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE QUICKSILVER POOL $3.75 v 


A respectful attitude towards history and a respectable feeling for people 
marks this story of the winter and summer of 1862-3 on Staten Island. Wade Tyler, re- 
covering from war wounds, brings Lora home as his second wife and reverts to his old 
submission to his demanding mother. Lora works to win the love of Jemmy, his eight- 
year old son, works, too, to learn the mystery of Virginia's death and discovers the 
evil intent of the dead woman's sister, Morgan, who has always wanted Wade. Morgan's 
insistence that Wade join the Knights of the Golden Circle awakens his interest; 
Jemmy's yearning for a puppy mixes in with the politics; Lora, when a neighbor woos 
her, discovers that she is falling in love with Wade; and when the draft riots break 
out, learns that he has not been deceived by Vallandigham and his Circle's treason, 
and is working only for the Union. With the burning of Morgan's house and her con- 
fession about the truth of her sister's death, Lora finds Wade has finally turned 
away from his dead love and truly wants her, his living one. A spunky piece, Lora, 
whose many problems are resolved in believable terms and who is backgrounded by 
plausible characters, history and place. For that more conservative market out of 
patience with currently too well fleshed historical novels, this will be welcome. 


(Le: 55-6547) 
April 1 


Crowell 
THE CLEFT IN THE ROCK $3.00 


Action on "The Rock,", a strategic isolated outpost in the Aleutians, over- 
shadows the fight of "jewboy" Max Gregman to achieve his redemption from fear. Escaping 
his past, he etfects a balance in his work at the dispensary but realizes that his 
enemy is the young foreman, brutal, virile Tony Sardel. He is unable to stay out of 
trouble when he plays knight courageous for Tony's klootch, Princess Almook. Tuber- 
culosis and Addison's disease, coupled with her desire to see the outside, win his 
sympathy and daring; an accident gives him the chance to call, but not to conquer, 
Tony; and in his race to kidnap her, after persuading her to marry him, he loses when 
she asks the last bauble - Tony's life - and in his passion and pity he suicides 
defiantly. The hapless governmental wards, the Aleutians, and their pathetic destiny; 
the forsaken world in which white interlopers pay a high price; the challenge - and 
the answer-give this a Gore Vidal feeling - and its point of no return. Chilly - and 


chilling. 


Franklin, F. K. 


April 4 
Dutton 
FIND THE DREAMER GUILTY $3.50 
The terminal results of a boy's repudiation of his mother are shown through 
the unhappy history of Drvey Carter and recorded by his best friend Eddie Mason who 
tries to straighten him out. The only child of a cold and disapproving mother, Davey 


spends little time at home and with Eddie alternates between the nice girls they fool 
around with- and the Polack girls they can lay. But for Davey there is also the at- 


Denzer, Peter W. 
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traction to Maritta Crandall, the mother of Alice whom he dates- but not a motherly type, 

and the ambivalent relationship they indulge does much to disgust Eddie. Davey, with 

his mixed up feelings about his parents, about Maritta, becomes more and more unstable; 

he beats up an unknown woman; and when he is trapped by Polack Bella- who is pregnant- the & 
years of hostility find their outlet in murder.... Again ( Episode) a case history based 

on the directive- cherchezla Mom, this is thoroughly unedifying. (LC: 55-5640) 


April 6 


Unwin, David Dutton 
$3.00 


THE GOVERNOR'S WIFE 


The African problem, in fictional form, takes over this story, despite the 
intent to make the story itself dominant. The central character is incredibly enough 
named Sebastian Pole - from London, investigating for his bank the governor's project for 
a dam and irrigation system designed to convert the Banda desert into fertile land. But 
he finds it isn't all there, on paper. A minor official, Bulmers, takes him into the 
brush to see the Wamai, who will be sacrificed (as were many of our own Indian tribes) to 
progress. He meets some natives who oppose it bitterly. He learns, on a trip to Smithville, 
that even granted fertile soil, the Africans are unlikely to use it properly. And he turns 
in his report, expecting the project will be rejected. But it is accepted- and this pro- 
vides a chain reaction leading to riot, killing, disaster. Against this background, there 
is the recurrent problem of race, highlighted by his involvement with a white girl, a local 
journalist, who falls in love with him- and antagonizes him by her violent hatred of the 
blacks. And then there is Martha, an educated African black, who tries to restrain her 
bitter, thwarted brother, who is inciting others to rebellion - and who is killed, not be- 
cause she betrayed her brother's plans, but because she was wrongly supposed to have slept 
with Sebastian. And throughout, there is the tenuous thread of the governor's wife, pull- 
ing strings, manipulating men to meet her needs, and finally demanding of Sebastian that he, 


too, accede to her demands. The story is more interesting in its parts than in its whole. 
But it is a new slant on British-governed Africa. (LC: 55-5346) 


April 7 $/il 


‘ 


John Day 
NECTAR IN A SIEVE $3.50 


An affecting chronicle of life in a South Indian village is told with simplicity 
and compelling wisdom. Rukmani, daughter of a village headman, came to tenant farmer 
Nathan with a plain face and tender heart, and after the devoted white doctor Kenny, who 
uneasily inhabited two worlds, had seen to her health, their marriage was blessed with 
tenderness, a daughter, and sons. The coming of the tannery changes the life of the 
villagers and despite increased work complicated the struggle against starvation. It 
brings the death of a son and departure of other sons and even the loss of land as the 
factory engulfs it. Nathan and Rukmani journey to the city to live with a son they do not 
find; and they join quarry diggers to earn the rupees for their homeward trip. Only 
Ruckmani lives to return to the remainder of her family, for she leavesNathan in a gentle 
death far from his beloved land. With her she brings the diseased and wily street boy 
She accepts as her son. There is an epic quality in this short book that emanates from 
the character of Rukmani and Nathan; from their patience and their acceptance of a fierce 
fate so far from Western conception (Kenny upbraids them for it), in the story of personal 
lives told with insight and compassion and humor, in the transcendg@nce of the spirit over 
the terrible world of man and nature's making. (LC: 55-5937) 2 


Markandaya, Kamala 


Welty, Eudora Harcourt, Brace 
THE BRIDE OF THE INNISFALLEN $3.50 » 


A new collection of short stories has wider margins- not strictly regional- but 
it is still the intense sense of place and time which gives this writing its special charac- 
ter, elliptic as much of it is. This is particularly true in Xin when a young girl's return 
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to Mississippi revives a whole warm world of childhood and reveals that "places are the 
heart and soul of what goes on and what you talk about here” in the South. And again 
there is the assault of fugitive impression in My Love when two strangers, northerners, 
drive off for an evening below New Orleans. In the title story, a young girlis runn- 
ing away from unfulfilled expectations; a crossing to Naples, of eager mothers and 
eager daughters has moments of gentle comedy; there is eccentricity as well as pathos 
in the antebellum burning of an old home; etc. ete. All in all, a special talent this- 
stylised and sensitive- for special tastes. (LC: 55-5248) 


April 11 


Borowsky, Marvin | Random House 
| 7 | THE QUEEN'S KNIGHT: =. $3.95 


The legendary story of Launcelot and Guinevere has been told for some 700 
years; the story of King Arthur dates back to circa 600. But to most readers, Lord 
Tennyson set the portrait, and to them this version will come as something of a shock. 
Here, in gruesomely realistic terms, Britain of those far off days is painted as torn 
by strife, petty jealousies, conniving. Arthur is shown as a gross, uncouth, unletter- 
ed man of middle age, produced suddenly by the wily Merlin, as a straw king designed 
to serve as tool to Modred. Then, bit by bit, Arthur's dreams come through his halt- 
ing phrases; he overcomes some of his fears; he takes matters into his own hands; he 
uses his knights to gain his goal- a united, prosperous, peaceful England. And still 
the undercurrents, the plotting are there. And the illicit love of Launcelot and the 
queen is the pawn used, as Kay and Gawain play into Modred's hands, and the two lovers 
are brought to trial. With the goal almost in sight, Arthur sees all destroyed, and- 
after the death sentence has stood for a year, releases Launcelot to turn the tide of 
civil war rife in the land. Almost one can picture Arthur played by Charles Laughton, 
winning ones' reluctant admiration and profound pity, as death writes finis to a dream. 
For the first time Britain of those days is minutely pictured as a setting for the 
crude develépment of Arthur's court and the renowned Round Teble. (LC: 55-5805) 


King, Evan Rinehart 
CHILDREN OF THE BLACK-HAIRED PEOPLE $5.00 


Soap opera in an oriental setting, with the background of Chinese history 
and mores keeping & boy-meets- girl theme from slipping into the rice paddy. One gets 
what seems an authentic picture of opium addiction, of primitive marriage rites an 
explanation of Chinese writing, and a portrait of a fraudulent seeress, a tough old 
harlot whose lustful designs are directed towards the young hero, Chang Iron Lock. 
Between the old dame's attempts to seduce him and the evil machinations of the Mayor 
in the Li Family Village, Chang is kept on the griddle. But ultimately he escapes back 
into the arms of his pure and loving wife, having conquered all but the true villain 
of the piece, the numbing, hopeless poverty that stalks the "children of the black- 
haired people". This is no "Good Earth”, but it is a rather simple story that happens 
to be set in a backward Chinese village, in the 16th year of the Republic. (LC: 55-5309) 


April 12 


Tutton, Diana Macmillan 
MAMMA $3.50 


A pleasant autumnal blooming for Joanna Malling has its problems which are 
fortuitously solved. For Joanna moves to a new house, after a widowhood of twenty 
years, only to find that she must ready it for her daughter's (Elizabeth aged 20) 
wedding to Stephen Pryde, thirty five and a Major expecting to be stationed abroad. 
Joanna, at 41, finds him stolid and slightly inimical. But when his orders do not come 
through and she must do the necessary and provide a home for them when he is assigned 
to her locality, she begins to find many things in common with Stephen which Elizabeth 
can never achieve. Stephen, too, is not unaware. The impasse is resolved when Stephen's 
mother dies and there is a home of their own for Elizabeth, now pregnant, and Stephen, 
so Joanna, rid of her temptation, faces an undisturbed future. A British blend of 
feminine frailty and domesticity provides an amiable amble. 
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Heath, W. L. Harper 
VIOLENT SATURDAY $3.00 c. 


A build-up to a hold-up makes the rounds of a small southern town, Morgan, Alabama, 
where three strangers come to rob the local bank. Sugarfoot, the Negro hotel boy, is 
frightened by-but does not reveal-the gun he finds in their room; Shelley Martin has plann- 
ed to take the next day to go fishing; Boy Fairchild, whose father owns the town factory, 
drinks too much and worries over the restless streak in his wife Emily; impoverished Miss 
Elsie Cotter of a former first family indulges a disgruntled self-pity; and Harry Reeves, 
while married, gives in to the luxury of ogling a younger woman. All these are involved 
at the scene of the crime- Emily Fairchild is killed and Reeves is wounded; Shelley is 
taken- along with his car- but it is he who is able to shoot it out and pick off two of the 
three criminals.... A fairly tight drama of a crime and the lives it reverses, more easily 
read than remembered. (LC: 54-12183) 


April 7? 


Echard, Margaret Longmans, Green 
THE UNBELIEVING WIFE $3.50 


In The Return of Christopher, Margaret Echard used the theme of the regeneration 
of a minister as springboard for a story with some spiritual implications. Her intent, in 
this new story, is to take a minister's wife, and trace the changing climate of her faith 
and adjustment to a role she'd not have chosen. The final impression is an almost wholly 
unbelievable picture of present day life in a Presbyterian manse in California. Itis a 
contrived and artifical tale of a young, aspiring minister and the wife who tried to fit 
into his pattern. The elements are there for making a somewhat sensational soap opera type 
of story, which never comes into focus. Nor does the other approach to a story with a ea 
spiritual message achieve reality. The husband encounters virtually none of the nagging 
problems that are integral to his work, makes no mistakes. And the story never gets off 
the ground and one never quite believes in the yough and reality of the proponents, the 
religious implications of the issues,nor the sincerity of the wife's ultimate seeing the 
light. Too bad, for Margaret Echard showed in The Dark Fantastic a gift for regional and 
story valies, none of which are evident here. (LC: 55-7678) 











Bonner, Paul Hyde 4 / i, bt ate yee . mm ¢ vy Scribner 


EXCELSIOR ” I gi Lt oe $3-50 


A third cosmetic, cosmopolitan entertainment has been fashioned to attract the 
audience of S.P.Q.R. and Hotel Talleyrand. Zurich this time does not sober the upper 
echelon activities of a continental capital. Robert Eggli, a Swiss banker of powerful 
acumen, is still at 80 active in all phases and a weathervane of international affairs. 

At home, he governs his family with autocratic absolutism- and on the side he maingtains 
his long love affair with a widowed Baronne. Walter, his eldest son, lacks his brilliance; 
Helene, Walter's wife, is engaged in a love affair with a bounder believed in contact with 
a Nagi spy; Jacques, his second son, is married to an American and joins the OSS after 
Pearl Harbor, while his son, Robert, enlists to fly. Jacques is used to spy not only on 
Helene's lover, but also on his father's code books which will reveal the gifting fortunes 
of the war. And with Robert's death, he is willing to violate the ngutrality of his 
country of adoption- and it is only his father's death which intercepts him in time... Not 
quite the firm narrative of the earlier books, there is still the aura of fashionable 
glamor which makes this a kind of costume jewelry-- for strong rentals and sales. 


Ic: 55-7191) 













































Fiction 
April ov 4 


Chang, Eileen Scribner 
THE RICE SPROUT SONG $3.00 v 


A convincing novel of Chinese village life under the Communist banner comes 
to us from an author who reached Hong Kong from the mainland in 1952. Centering about 
a@ young couple who try hard to live up to Labor Model status but are ultimately held 
responsible with others for a brief revolt, it draws a picture of family and village 
as exploited by regime after regime. First the Nationalists took away Gold Has Got's 
husband; now the Communists demand pigs and produce from the nearly starved farmers 
for New Years' Day. Moon Scent returns from three years of working in Shanghai to 
find the village changed but her love for her husband Gold Root undiminished. Their 
reunion is brief - for in the angry farmers' uprising Gold Root is shot, their child 
Beckon trampled to death and Moon Scent burned after setting fire to the Peoples' 
Granary. Stolid Comrade Wong, who cannot believe the people have turned of themselves, 
drives the "reactionary" couple to their dooms while the more sensitive Ky, an intel- 
lectual in search of film material, is horrified at Party barbarism, but notsufficient- 
ly so to turn from his opportunistic Party film story. Many strands well woven. 

(Lc: 55-7192) 
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STATISTICS- BALLISTICS- LOGISTICS 


February 77 


Gold, H. L. Crown 
THE OLD DIE RICH $3.50 


A collection of short stories concentrates more on inventiveness than science, 
forswears double talk for plot. A catatonic wife is really being indoctrinated by those 
from other worlds; a water gnome's curse proves inescapable; pioneers on a planet alter 
personalities to fit its needs; people die when a man repeats their name three times; 
an invisible being from another planet proves to be a satisfactory lover, etc. Accent 
on surprise and humor keeps this light. (LC: 55-7217) 


March1 4} 4 


Wollheim, Donald- £d. Hanover House 
TERROR IN THE MODERN VEIN $3.95 


An omnium gatherum takes in a few old favorites as well as a handsome repre- 
sentation of newer talent, reduces the unnatural and the supernatural to common experi- 
ence and makes uncommonly frightening entertainment thereof. H. G. Wells' classic 
Croquet Player who contends with the presence of fear; Franz Kafka's The Burrow in 
which a man creates his sanctuary from the world; H. P. Lovecraft,and a not too mad 
Russian's utopia, are among the forefathers of this type of fiction- which is carried 
on notably by Robert Heinlein, Fritz Leiber, Jr., Robert Sheckley and Ray Bradbury, 

A. E. Coppard and Richard Matheson. Diversified diversion. (LC: 55-6488) 


March 2 


Lacy, Ed Harper 
THE BEST THAT EVER DID IT $2.50 


Barney Harris, a private investigator, is hired by young, widowed Betsy Turner 
to check into the sidewalk shooting outside a N. Y. city cafe in which ler husband had 
been a victim. A prostitute, a blind man, and a postman give him the chance clues which 
enable him to affiliate the murders with a passport fraud... Sordid circumstances and 
conditions of men do not affect the handling which is fresh and friendly. (LC: 55-6585) 
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March 11 


Simon &-Schuster 
FALSE COLORS $2.50 Ea | 


Peter Meadows, a Philadelphia art dealer, hops from still lifes to active liv- 
ing when Junior Leaguer Nancy Vernon, pushes him into the big league of forged master- 
pieces with her determination to have a showing for a young painter. The frame for the 
painter is made to fit Pete, Nancy gets out of hand, and her socialite beau lands Pete 


in a dead end box - to be saved by the police. Fancy free. 
March 16° 


Powell, Richard 


Kelland, Clarence Budington Harper 
MURDER MAKES AN ENTRANCE $2.75 


Still another caper among the professions - this time TV and the lethal adven- 
turing in making a pilot film. John Miller finds willing helpers in spite of necessary 
financing but nasty Humphrey Salmon tries to thwart his venture; he is helped by terse 
Quality Piper, intent on finding the murderer of her father; he wins out in spite of 
positively evil Loretta Kimball. No idling here. (Called Hollywood Calling in the S.£.P.) 


(LC: 55-6584) 
March 29 


Macmillan 


Loomis, Noel 
THE TWILIGHTERS $2.75 


The operations of Wiley Harpe and master gangster, Samuel Mason, along the 


twilight zone made migration into Tejas country suicidal for those traveling the Natchez = 


Trace. This tells the story of Mat Foley's domination over his large family and larger 
empire in Kentucky and theevents that drove them out only to be massacred by Mason's law- 
less villains, as they were nearing their new home. Brutal and forceful. 


April 1 


Dutton 


Ward, Brad 
SIX GUN HERITAGE $2.50 


An outlaw and a Ranger are left for dead, one lives - but which? This is Wayne 
Ferris' situation as he returns home, to protect his ranch and to evade apprehension as 
the dead outlaw. Two lines of opposition converge on him as he tries to talk small and 
walk softly while bucking his enemies and he finally rides tall. in his: saddle to prove 
his identity and save his land. Wide awake. (LC: 55-5340) 


April 5 


Macmillan 


Fleming, Ian 
LIVE AND LET DIE $3.00 
James Bond, on a trail of revenge from the Casino Royale, is sent to New York 
to get a line on Mr. Big, a Negro criminal and Soviet agent who is disbursing coins from 
the pirate Morgan's treasure. Picked up and almost off in Harlem, Bond is introduced to 
Mr. Big's brutal refinements, saved by his girl, Solitaire, and escapes to Florida where 
his associate meets a dreadful death. On to Jamaica, Bond completes his mission under- 
water- and in spite of sharks and barracuda and Mr. Big- comes up alive. Bloodshot. a 
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April 5 | 


Trench, John Macmillan 
DISHONOURED BONES $2.75 


In which a burial barrow of the past becomes the funeral site of a current 
corpse - to the scandal - and satisfaction of inhabitants of the English isle of 
Albany. Local troubles over: coming oil ventures,romantic troubles over a young girl's 
infatuation for the son of the dead Lord, and police entanglements add up to a lofty 
browed mystery yarn. For the fanciers. 


April 6 


Carleton, Marjorie — Morrow 
VANISHED $2.75 


Widowed Linda Tyler has reasons to doubt the singleblessedness of her status 
when Ethan Arnold, of Graves' Registration, turns up with the evidence thar Radford 
Tyler had been badly: burned but not buried. Their search revives his association 
with a half caste girl who had been killed, prompts a new crime, and ends in the tree 
house of his childhood where he has attempted to find a sanctuary... Never plain but pre- 
possessing. (LC: 55-6370) 


April 11 


Gault, William Campbell Dutton 
RING AROUND ROSA $2.75 


A more temperate tale than others of this author, this concentrates on ex- 
foot-baller, Brock Callahan's efforts not to be a cheap peeper when he opens an in- 
vestigative agency in Beverly Hills. Looking for the vanished fiancee of a prize fighter, 
he comes on murder which in turn brings a socialite brother and sister to his office, 
shows up a syndicate organizing youngsters for crime under a kill-crazy leader, and 
another killing. Another dame, a squeal from one of the kids, and Brock is on his way 
to find Rosa. Hard on the furniture. (LC: 55-6978) 


Krasny, Samuel A. Rinehart 
DEATH CRIES IN THE STREET $2.75 


Crime and violence, backgrounded by a detailed closeup of the machinery of 
the drug traffic, and a glimpse of diamond smuggling, along New York's waterfront. 
The solution is deviously arrived at by Homicide, in the person of Abe Larson, whose 
own embittered outlook brooked no interference, and his chief, Tormel, who hated Abe. 
It starts with a battered corpse on 23rd Street - and there are successive violent 
deaths, most of them stemming back to a drug crazed ex-fighter and his mentor and 
procurer who wields a horrid power. Rugged. (LC: 55-5868) 


April 14 





Catlin, Ralph Little, Brown 
GOODBYE TO GUNSMOKE $3.00 


Frank Harbison, returning to homestead in Colorado, finds the land made 
valuable by the coming of the railroad- but dangerous for those who oppose Pilcher, 

used to spot the territory, and Ute Regan, a hostile halfbreed. In the scramble which 
ensues, Regan comes out ahead- until Harbison is used to destroy him in the hopes that 
he will destroy himself.... Limber. 
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REPRINTS > For March 





BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) | 


@ | 



















Bagby, George - DROP DEAD Greene, Graham - THE END OF THE AFFAIR 
Brown, Fredric - THE SCREAMING MIMI Healy & McComas - ds. - MORE ADVENTURES 
Burke, Jack - THE NATURAL WAY TO BETTER GOLF IN TIME AND SPACE 
Forester, C. S. - MR. MIDSHIPMAN HORNBLOWER Jones, Evan - Ed. - HIGH GEAR 

Forester, C. S. - TO THE INDIES Linford, Dee - MAN WITHOUT A STAR 


Weisinger, Mort - 1,001 VALUABLE THINGS YOU CAN GET FREE (Original) 
DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Coxe, George Harmon - THE FRIGHTENED FIANCEE Meany, Tom - BASEBALL'S GREAT PLAYERS 
Fair, A. A. - GOLD COMES IN BRICKS Nielsen, Helen - DETOUR TO DEATH 
Gault, William C. - BLOOD ON THE BOARDS Wilson, William E. - THE STRANGERS 


First Editions 


Bernstein, Stanley & Janice - MARITAL BLITZ Goodpasture, W. W. - THE COMPLETE BOOK 
Einstein, Charles - THE ONLY GAME IN TOWN OF GARDENING ($.50) 
Thompson, C. Hall - A GUN FOR BILLY REO 


(Each $.35) 
Burns, Eugene - FRESH AND SALT WATER SPINNING White, Stewart E. - THE LONG RIFLE 
(Abridged ) 
GROSSET & DUNLAP (Each $1.00) 
Fazio, Buzz - BOWLING TO WIN Toski, Bob - BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO GOLF 


Springer, Howard - THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO SMALL POW BOATS 





THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 


Mentor: - Carson, Rachel L. - UNDER THE SEA WIND ($.35) 





Signet (Each $.25) 











Chase, James H. - I'LL BURY MY DEAD Simenon, Georges - INSPECTOR MAIGRET AND 
Freeman, Walter - ALL THE WAY HOME (NALO) THE CRIPPLED STRANGER 
Marshall, Rosamond - KITTY Weldon, John Lee - THUNDER IN THE HEART 








Signet Double Volume: - Suyin,Han - A MANY SPLENDORED THING ($.50) 


Signet Giant: - Colette - CHERI and THE LAST OF CHERI ($.35) 









Signet Key 
Burlingame, Roger - BENJAMIN FRANKLIN (NALO) Wilkinson & Tiedjens - THE HANDY BOOK 
($.25) OF GARDENING ($.35) 
POCKET BOOKS (Each $.25) 
Chandler, Raymond - THE LONG GOODBYE Haycox, Ernest - RIM OF THE DESERT 
Conklin, Groff - M.- SCIENCE FICTION TERROR TALES Hilton, James - TIME AND TIME AGAIN 
Gardner, Erle S. - MURDER UP MY SLEEVE Jennings, John - ROGUE'S YARN 










Cardinal Editions (Each $.35) 


Bourjaily, Vance - fd. - DISCOVERY #5 Funk, Wilfred - SIX WEEKS TO WORDS OF PO 
Savage, Les - SILVER STREET WOMAN 
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POCKET BOOKS - continued: Giant Cardinal Editions (Each $50) 
Geismar, Maxwell - Ed. - THE WHITMAN READER Wellman, Paul I. - THE FEMALE 
Permabooks (Each $.25) 
Jackson, Shirley - LIFE AMONG THE SAVAGES Reed, Eliot - TENDER TO DANGER 
(Each $.35) 


Hall, Oakley - THE CORPUS OF JOE BAILEY Haydn, Hiram - THE TIME IS NOON 
Nordhoff & Hall - BOTANY BAY 


| POPULAR LIBRARY (Rach $.25) 
Cook, Will - FURY AT PAINTED ROCK Kerr, Ben - DOWN I GO 


Evarts, Hal G. - APACHE AGENT Kramer, Karl - FAIR GAME 
Fleisher, Siegel - DOWN THE DARK STREET Mirvish, Robert F. - WIDE-OPEN TOWN 


Scott, Warwick - NAKED CANVAS 
Eagle Editions (Each $.25) 
Fersen, Nicholas - TOMBOLO Temple, Dan - OUTLAW RIVER 


Giant: - Shulman, Irving - THE FLESH IS REAL ($.35) 
VIKING PRESS - Paper-Bound Portables (Each $1.25) March 10 


THE PORTABLE DANTE THE PORTABLE MEDIEVAL READER 
| GIBBON RABELAIS 
GREEK READER MARK TWAIN 
HAWTHORNE VOLTAIRE 
D. H. LAWRENCE WALT WHITMAN 
Announcing for February 23: 
Fielding, Temple Morrow-Sloane 
FIELDING'S TRAVEL GUIDE TO EUROPE 1955-56 Edition $4.95 


Up-to-dated for current European, British and Egyptian travel, this adds a 
new section on Berlin, and will contribute many helps in planning ahead. (LC: 55-6327) 


Two Sbecial Items 


Winser, Marian Manley - A HANDBOOK FOR LIBRARY TRUSTEES Bowker $3.00 


Not since the issue of Anna G. Hall's The Library Trustee revised in 1927 
has there been a satisfactory manual for the library trustee. This is a compilation of 
varied experiences and contributions, a book by trustees for trustees. While one 
could wish for a bit more human interest material and specific experiences, there is 
in concise form, a great deal of useful factual data on the respective functions of 
trustees and staff, on the relation of the trustees to the Board of Education, on 
Association Libraries, Private Libraries, etc. The powers, dities, qualifications of 
board members, the relations with librarian and staff, all are here. An excellent 
handbook. (Publ. ) 


Haight, Anne Lyon - BANNED BOOKS- revised and enlarged Bowker $4.00 


The “informal notes on some books banned for various reasons at various 
times and in various places" is a fascinating chronological compilation that ranges 
from Plato's strictures on Homer to Life Magazine and The Birth of a Baby in 1938. 
And successive appendices summarize salient facts concerning current trends in 
censorship, statements made on freedom of the press, data on the US Information 
Libraries, Comics, Paper bounds, and Censorship of Textbooks. An important handbook; 
surprisingly entertaining too. (2/15) 
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For Special Notice- Don't Bypass These 


March 16 


Pantheon 


Lindbergh, Anne Morrow 
GIFT FROM THE SEA $2.75 


* An intensely personal book in which, nonetheless, every thoughtful woman will 
find a reflection of her own half- realized frustrations and answers. It took a holiday 
alone by the sea in Florida (one guesses an island in the Gulf) to face the recuperative 
values of loneliness, the necessity of finding a means to shut out the demands of the world- 
family, community, activities, social and otherwise,- in order to replenish the drained 
wells. She has used shells found on the sands as symbols,- the perfect, self-contained — 
beauty of the channeled welk, the delicate perfection of a double sunrise shell, the sturdy 
practicality of an oyster, the fragile, exquisite artistry of a paper nautilus to supply a 
design for the stages of a woman's life pattern, her balance in personal and human relation- 
ships. A beautiful book, written with the limpid prose that reflects the clarity of her 
philosophy. This might be a today'sA Room oF Owes 0 : 55-5065) 


April 1 


John Day 


Romulo, Carlos P. 
CRUSADE IN ASIA $4.00 
* Romulo is perhaps the Asian best known to the American public,- to those who 
have met him through his books, from I Saw the Fall of the Philippines on, to those who 
have been won by his sincerity and magnetism on the public platforms,to those who have - 
watched the selfless dedication to the causeof his country and of the United Nations. 
All these factors should serve to compel the reading of this important book- a rewarding 
and fascinating, a challenging book. I confess with shame the depths of my ignorance 
about the close escape the Philippines experienced in the surge of Communism, the near 
victory of the Huks, the dominance of a government, an army, a constabulary, a judiciary 
dessicated by cupidity, crookedness, and disregard of the democracy and freedom the 
Philippines had won. The extraordinary campaign which ended in the triumph of clean 
election, the installation of democratic government once again, in the person of the 
people's leader, "The Guy"- Magsaysay-is one of the most thrilling triumphs of right over 
wrong ever waged. Romulo has told the story in human, personal terms, and he has ¢harted 
conclusions for the whole situation in Asia which should open our eyes to the lines now 
drawn. If Asia is lost, America is lost, he says- and speaks with conviction. Indifference, 
blundering, ignorance are no longer excuses. Colonial imperialism must go. The goals 
set by the Manila Pact and the Pacific Charter must be realized. An exciting book. Don't 
miss it because of apathy towards the Asian situation. (LIC: 55-7318) 


More Breaks Than Usual- Business Looking Up! 


The biography of Lloyd George, TEMPESTUOUS JOURNEY by Frank Qwen (McGraw-Hill) is one 

of the best political biographies of our times; PORI TUPU by Oskar Koenig is tops in 
true hunting adventure (McGraw-Hill); Alan Barth will delight his followers with GOVERN- 
MENT BY INVESTIGATION (Viking); THE PARKMAN READER is brilliantly re-introduced by its 
editor Samuel Eliot Morison (Little, Brown-AMP). And there's a dark horse in the field 
of criticism, Kenneth Lynn with THE DREAM OF SUCCESS (also Little, Brown-AMP). Reports 


in pages following. , » 
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February 14 


Turner, E. S. Dutton 
A HISTORY OF COURTING $3.75 


From the troubadour to the crooner, this is a history of the matrimonial 
customs of the western world, as fashions and centuries change the arts of persuasion, 
wooing and amatory advances. From Ovid's Art of Love,to the days of chivalry and courtly 
captivation, to church punishments for the incontinent, the techniques of fans and 
masks, this goes on to courtship and correspondence, bundling, and the freedom Victorian 
hansom cabs and the new bicycles offered; it carries through to the decline of court- 
ship as language becomes unfitted for turning a compliment or winning a mate; as advertis- 
ing, movies, cars all take the finesse out of romancing. The battle of the sexes is 
briskly surveyed and companionably illustrated withperiod cuts. Look - it's Valen- 
tine's Day. (LC: 54-10927) 


February 17 


Ludovici, L. J. Indiana University Press 
FLEMING: Discoverer of Penicillin $3.75 


The first biography to appear on Fleming comes after hundreds of articles 
and four undistinguished books on penicillin and is an interesting, detailed and 
smoothly written life story. From Fleming's childhood to medical school is quickly 
covered as early influences and education are traced; his decision to follow medical 
research is discussed. Then the life of the selfless, pure scientist, as he works on 
obscure projects in biochemistry and bacteriology, and the discovery, at last, of the 
first "miracle" drug. There's thin material in the author's attempts to justify 
Fleming's failure to purify the drug for use and to minimize the work of Florey and 
other scientists who finally made the discovery available to the world. For all 
those interested in medicine and particularly valuable as a handy and readable 
reference for the physician, student and inquisitive layman. Illustrated. 


February 22 


Kastman, Max Devin-Adair 
REFLECTIONS ON THE FAILURE OF SOCIALISM $2.75 


An introductory chapter and scattered glimpses throughout this group of 12 
essays trace Eastman's own ideological odyssey from a position of rejection of extreme 
socialist idealism, acceptance of some of its more moderate tenets, to a considered 
if intense faith in the values of a capitalist society. Eastman's own explorations 
began with his editorship of Liberator and Masses, prior to World War I; continued 
in his support of John Reed, his contacts with anarchist and I.W.W. elements, his 
gradual process of rejection following his journey to Russia; and reached a crisis 
with his sudden realization that he was no longer a socialist. In his explanation 
of his pro-capitalist and anti-socialist position today he is in turn vindictive, 
cajoling, oversimplified, didactic, mocking. He describes why in his opinion, the 
Soviet experiment was doomed to failure; he discusses the collapse of liberalism in 
America; explores the vanity, race prejudice, loathing of moral standards which 
activated Marx; he charges the socialist with "blocking the efforts of the free world 
to get on its feet". The appeal will rest in part on Eestman's name, but largely to 
readers interested in various approaches to the history of American liberalism. 


February 28 


Harkins, Philip Norton 
BLACKBURN 'S HEADHUNTERS $3.75 


This overburdened account of guerrilla warfare in the Philippines during 
World War II is strictly for men. Mr. Harkins, who obviously considers that Lt. Donald 
D. Blackburn is one of the war's unsung heroes, has written a coldly factual tribute to 
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his perseverance. Having chosen to flee rather than surrender to the Japanese at Bataan, 
Blackburn organized and led a troop of Igorots, the famous headhunters of the Philippines. 

In spite of little arms, ammunition, medical supplies or clothing, his small army effec- 
tively harassed the Japanese in northern Luzon and made it an island of resistance behind 
enemy lines. Unfortunately Blackburn never quite emerges from the brush of minor characters, 
names of small towns, etc. to become the dramatic leader he must have been. The Igorots 
however are more fartunate- and the reader discovers, as Blackburn did, that they are a 
friendly and amazingly resourceful tribe. Limited interest. 


February ?? 


David McKay 


Beals, Carleton 
OUR YANKEE HERITAGE $4.00 


A look at New England's contribution to American civilization through the men 
whose efforts in the pathways of mind and matter made a difference to us all is inspir- 
ing in its integrity and its insights. The working toward a democratic concept of govern- 
ment began with the Mayflower Compact and was carried on by the brilliant and generous 
Roger Williams, who pitted his principles against the theocratic tyranny of the 
Massachusetts Colony to found Rhode Island. Along with Thomas Hooker of Connecticut, 

Beals calls Williams the father of American freedom:- civil liberties and legal constitu- 
tional framework.... But there is also the statesmanship of Roger Sherman with the 
Connecticut compromise of house and senate representation and election; there is Ezra Stiles, 
Newport pastor and Yale president and scholar whose universality of thought opened the 

doors of the mind; Emerson, who put great European liberal-humanist thought into pithy 

New England terms. There is Barnes of New Cambridge, where education was for everyone and 
publicly paid for, and there is Durkee with his Bean Hill tavern and Sons of Liberty who 
stood against the Stamp Act with a motto of Liberty and Property. There are the trades- 

men - Goodyear, father of New Haven industry; Gideon, the Watchmaker; Buell, symbol of 
Yankee enterprise; Welch, adept in large scale management. And finally there are the » 
explorers and inventors - Gray, who sailed the Pacific; Whitney, father of mass production; 
Charles Goodyear, as impecunious a scientist as ever lived, whose vulcanized rubber 
vitalized an industry and international trade. There is a full sense of the surrounding 
personalities and ideas in these lively biographies, and even the most versed of New 
Englanders is likely to find new facts to add to the treasure of our inheritance here. 


McKay 


Engelsman, Robert S. 
KEYS TO MODERN SELLING $3.00 


An expert life insurance salesman, who also lectures and teaches, shares his 
accumulated wisdom and experience in this round up of the practices and procedures of 
selling. His four sections, Background for Sales, Controlling the Sale, This is It, 
and Going Places and Doing Things, are filled with active, practical ideas and applicable 
illustrations from his own, and others', selling careers. His constant emphasis is on 
prepared presentations, conscientiously planned. He analyzes basic needs, how to know 
product and prospect, who to sell, what to sell and what to tell; he lays out a program 
for a positive approach, ways in which to give a verbal picture, and how to stay away from 
argument and bluffing. A definite work book in its field, this should be a good blue 
print for individual or class study. 


March 2 


Flesch, Rudolf Harper 
WHY JOHNNY CAN'T READ $2.50 


«eee and probably Tom, Dick and Harry too- is because of the way reading is now » 
taught- the visual or "this means a cow" approach which relies entirely on memory and not 
at all on logic or common sense. This argument, and attack, is for the benefits of fathers 
and mothers- many of whom will be able to help their children at home to read by using 
the second part of the book, a home primer, based on the older phonetic approach. That 
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remedial reading has only been necessary in the U.S. in the last 30 years since the 
application of this new system, that spelling has also fallen off along with the 
reading skill, that there is no scientific justification for this method (statistics 
show greater success with the other), that vocabularies have been increasingly cut 

down in the primers by the educators and publishers to cut down on reading difficul- 
ties, all this lends weight to the offensive, justifies the need for phonics- or 
learning to read by sounds. The lack of phonics (which many schools do introduce in 
the 2nd grade- or say they do) is perhaps not as widespread as Flesch would have you 
believe, but this is certainly a powerful persuasion to return to the good old-fashion- 
ed ways. There has been enough dissatisfaction with the failure of schools to teach 
the basic skills to insure an audience reaction at home for this. (LC: 55-6577) 


March 2 


Hoffer, Eric Harper 
THE PASSIONATE STATE OF MIND $2.50 


A second collection of aphorisms by the author of The True Believer purpor- 
ting to be a dissection of modern man under stress of love, hate, fear, vanity, ruth- 
lessness, cowardice, etc.- i.e. under the eternal struggle between good and evil. 
There are some 160 pages (280 aphorisms) definitely meant for the introspective reader 
in search of self-knowledge. This modern dress Marcus Aurelius or Thomas a Kempis 
offers little new, less hope if anything. Not too comfortable reading, but some of 
them turn a new light on present-day problems. Specialized. (LC: 55-6581) 


March 3 


Coulter, Charles W. & Van Nostrand 
Rimanoczy, Richard S. $3.50 
A LAYMAN'S GUIDE TO EDUCATIONAL THEORY 


A precis of pedagogy in outline form, with charts, this is a restatement of 
theories or systems of education and the men who formulated them. In the first part, 
the tenets held by Plato and Aristotle, Luther and Bacon, Milton, Kant, Rousseau, 
down to Horace Mann, McGuffey and Dewey, among others, are briefly specified along 
with whatever influence they exerted. In the second part there is further amplifica- 
tion and evaluation of these schools of thought along with particularly pertinent 
excerpts from their writings. Perhaps more of a student's guide than a layman's 
guide, the theoretical doctrines here are abstracted and pared down to the simplest 
presentation possible for general accessibility and assimilation. (LC: 55-7831) 


March 4 


Clapp, Gordon R. Univ. of Chicago 
THE TVA $3.50 - 


"Twenty one years of TVA" would have been a better title for this documentary 
record of Gordon Clapp's association with TVA. His experience has strengthened his 
conviction that cooperative effort, whether in government or private hands, is the 
answer to better power, more power and cheaper power. He has used the TVA record to 
support his case and his plea for the future. He traces the story in the early days, 
the politics behind the act, he describes the conditions in the Tennessee Valley at 
the inception, the commnity growth and development, the spirit of the workers, the 
engineers, the researchers and the citizens who have combined to make the TVA the out- 
standing public project probably in the world. He states the conflict between public 
and private power with almost too great restraint, giving a somewhat pedagogical aura 
in his effort to suppress his natural bias in favor of public power. And he stops his 
story with the close of his own seven years as director, which- in view of the current 
controversy over Dixon-Yates- gives the reader a sense of let-down, anti-climax. At 
times the text bogs down in statistics and dry facts. It could have been lightened by 
more human interest and anecdotal material. But- for the record- it is a valuable 
document. 
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McGraw-Hill 


Owen, Frank 
$7 .00 


TEMPESTUOUS JOURNEY: Lloyd George, His Life & Times 


* This is a definitive life of the man of whom, on his death in 1945, Winston 
Churchill said: "When the English history of the first quarter of the 20th century is 
written, it will be seen that the greater part of our fortunes in peace and war were 
shaped by this one man". Since then four full length biographies have appeared. This 
is immense in scope (765 pages, 41 photographs ) is not merely a comprehensive history 
of the great Welshman's strange, stormy life, public and private, but a surprisingly 
vivid account of the world he lived in and his impress on events. Brought up by a 
widowed mother and a cobbler uncle, driven by ambition, Welsh love of education and 
hero worship of Abraham Lincoln, he was already a lawyer at 21, a contributor to the 
local newspaper of political articles under the name "Brutus", married at 25 and elected 
to Parliament at 27. The biographer gives an inside picture of the fight for Welsh 
nationalism, for Irish Home Rule, the tragedy of Parnell, Gladstone and Asquith, the 
Boer War. Proved against these years, Lloyd George became a Cabinet minister at 42, and 
at 45 was Chancellor of the Exchequer. With World War I he became Prime Minister. The 
history and the usually dull Parliamentary intrigue take on the fascination of fiction. 
One turns the pages for the "story", the share played by the hero. Mr. Owen had access 
to the Lloyd George archives, to Lord Beaverbrook's papers, to previously unpublished 
Churchill material. And from this mass of research he has written an important work of 
exciting narrative, absorbing material, thorough detail and drama, a work, indeed, that 
might well be a model for future biographers. This deserves a wide market. (LC:55-6979) 


March 8 
Sievers, W. David Hermitage House “i 
FREUD ON BROADWAY $5.00 


A massive treatment of what happened when Freud hit Broadway follows with 
lively concern the effect of psychoanalytic theory on the American theatre from the 
turn of the century to the present. After a nod in the direction of the European | 
theatre at the period of Freud's creative work, the author turns to a comprehensive 
scrutiny of plays of scores of playwrights, from Hopkins to Inge. Among the authors 
whose plays are analyzed in terms of psychoanalytic insight are O'Neill, Philip Barry, 
Behrman, Osborn, Raphaelson, Tennessee Williams, Arthur Miller and their colleagues. 
David Sievers has drawn from his study in psychology and theatre (the base of the book 
is a doctoral thesis) and from some thirty-three questionnaires playwrights answered 
to produce a book admirable in its comprehensiveness and intriguing in its persistent 
perusal of the emotional growth of American theatre. (LC: 55-7873) 


March 9 


Warren, Doris Barrows 
MAKE IT FOR BABY $2.95 


For busy fingers during an idle time, these articles for "baby" (who does with- 
out another kind of article here) range from shirts, sacques, gowns, dresses, even dia- 
pers if you insist on doing it all yourself, to handknits and crocheted extras--- and 
finally furniture (building and decorating it) and toys.... How-to-do homemaking with 
explicit instructions and diagrams- for enterprising mothers and grandmothers. (IC: 95-531) ay 
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| Barruel, Paul Oxford 
6 BIRDS OF THE WORLD $12.50 


| A handsome giant of a book - this international ornithological review- with 

} over 200 illustrations - black and white sketches, photographs, some in color, and the 

author's paintings - this is really king size. The text is linked to the pictures in 

| sections that cover: daily activities: rhythm, locomotion (air, water and land) and 

| food; reproduction (song and territory, display, nests, nesting and young); migration; 
solitary and gregarious birds; populations, natural habitats and inhabitsnts. Based 

| on scientific studies, these sections cover many world-wide birds and their typical, 

| special or unusual characteristics within each subject and should be of tremendous 

| appeal and interest to every naturalist - amateur or professional. The translation 

from the French is by Phyllis Barclay-Smith. 


| March 11 


Ybarra, T. R. Harcourt, Brace 
VERDI: Miracle Man of Opera $4.75 


This biography of Verdi covers the basic facts of the composer's life with 
a concern for his personality, close relationships, and magnificent gifts to the world. 
While it is easily readable, it is somewhat lacklustre in its sometimes sentimemtal 
simplicity. One does get a sense of the moody individual whose "great laugh” ripened 
with the years- who stuck to his artistic guns as he rehearsed his prima donnas or 
collaborated with Boito. There is a cast of characters important to Verdi - from his 
helpful parents to the young wife and children he lost to the suitabie and delightful 
Giuseprpina Strepponi; from the La Scala manager Merelli to the librettist Boito and to 
all the people who revered his greatness. The history of his output is here too, from 
e the not-so-successful beginnings through the final burst of greatness in Otello and 
Falstaff. Verdi's own admiration of such men as Manzoni, for whom he wrote the Requiem, 
for Shakespeare, as evidenced in his fascination with the plays, and others is a 
Pleasant trait; his reactions to the French, to Russia, to politics all have a part in 
this picture of the giant of opera. (LC: 55-6830) | 


March 14 














Harcourt, Brace 


Shafer, Boyd C. 
NATIONALISM: MYTH AND REALITY $5.00 











A book of timeliness on a most important element in world affair today 
concerns itself with the nature of nationalism, the reasons for and rate of its growth 
and its present flourishing. The author discusses the illusions, from metaphysics to 
physiology, which are called upon to account for the beginning of nations and national 
feeling and notes the place of the nation in Marxist ideology. He turns to Europe, 
most particularly France, for his history of the ascent of the nation state over local 
government in organization and loyalty of the people, by conquest or diplomacy. A 
final section of the book discusses the oneness of biological man and the possibility 
of even more extensive grouping than that of the nation to suit the needs of present 
day man for social organization. Notes...There may be questions as to some inter- 
pretations here, but the whole is a keen, orderly presentation. But where's a market? 


(Le: 55-5636) 
Jarrell, Randall 


















Knopf 
SELECTED POEMS $4.00 


Since 1942, Randall Jerrel has published slim volumes of verse at irregular 
intervals which have won high praise from his fellow poets who consider him one of the 
most interesting of this generation. The best of the poems in his earlier volumes 
have been collected here, sometimes reworked, and presented with an introduction and 
sort of glossary to the more obscure references and allusions. These poems represent 
a sensitive poet, who lives in a kind of intellectual limbo where pain and fear preside- 









‘ 
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but who never quite comes to grips with his material. Without losing this sensitivity, 

the poet gains in stature in his war poems, some of which are fine indeed. His is a 

distinct talent, not altogether developed, but certainly promising- and it will find an . 


initiated audience. (LC: 55-5613) 
March 16 


Dulles, Foster Rhea Harper 
AMERICA'S RISE TO WORLD POWER $5.00 

For the layman interested in informing himself on America's rise to a position 
of power in the international scene, this supplies a concise, balanced, non-belligerent 
review. For students, it forms a vital segment in the New American Nation series, under 
the editorship of Henry Commager. The focus is on the continuing conflict of the present 
century between the acceptance and the avoidance of the responsibility history has thrust 
upon us. Inevitably, in placing these years of conflict against our national record, 
there has been sharp selectivity. The end result is a sharpened awareness of the roots 
of our isolationism, the contributing causes of the changing temper, the advance of 
American imperialism, the retreat back into isolation after World War I, the basic di- 
lemma of the '30's and Roosevelt's often equivocal position- and the march of recent 
events which thrust us into the position of a dominant world power. At points Foster 
Dulles presents analyses which are controversial (the Yalta Conference, in which, he 
says, Roosevelt gave nothing away that we really controlled; the debate over Asia where 
he feels the interpretation of the relations between Moscow and Peiping in '45-'h6 
warranted assumption that Chinese Communism was at that point relatively independent- 
and so on). But in the main this is an historical document rather than a presentation 
of opinion. Illustrated. Important bibliography. (Le: 55-6575) 


March 21 @ 


Hellman, Lillian- éd. Farrar, Straus & Young 
THE SELECTED LETTERS OF ANTON CHEKHOV $4.50 


Lillian Hellman's deft, gracious introduction and biographical notes form a 
suitable framework for these letters of Chekhov, written from 1885 to 1904. His cor- 
respondence with such men as Suvorin, editor of the St. Petersburg New Times, with 
whom he differed over the Dreyfus case; with Maxim Gorki on Gorki's writing; with 
Stanislavski over dramatic productions at The Moscow Art Theatre which his Sea Gull 
saved from bankruptcy - reveal the serious, candid artist with a growing sense of 
responsibility to truth and society. His letters to brothers, sister, mother, and 
wife show equally the affection, humor, tolerance and gentleness of the man, despite 
his illness which took him from the literary centers to Yalta and elsewhere. There 
is pleasure and new insight. here for all Chekhovians. (LC: 55-5563) 


tlic 
Williams, Beryl & TENS Messner 
Epstein, Samuel THE ROCKET PIONEERS $3.75 


Prolific writers for the juvenile market place- on this subject as well as a 
host of others- Beryl Williams and Samuel Epstein have all the qualifications for turning 
out this competent, lively survey of the men and organizations who have paved the way to- 
wards coming space flight. First on their list is William Congreve. He thought of using 
rockets for weapons in the early 19th century and had to go to the toymakers for his sup- 
plies, but his name became a legend in Napoleonic times. Jules Verne follows with the 
imagination that was the spur of future space ship designers. Working in Russia in the 
late 19th century, Ziolkovsky was a pioneer theorist, but an obscure school teacher who ee 
might have received more notice unier different circumstances. Robert Hutchings Goddard 
was the father of U.S. rocketeering and his inventions startled the inhabitants of Worcester, 
Mass. Hermann Oberth, the German rocket society VfR, the American Rocket Society, and 
Hitler's organization at Peenemunde- these round out the contributory list. And biography 
has been combined with scientific detail for a maximum of interest to the ever dedicated 
audience. (LC: 55-6921) 
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March 22 


Adamson, Hans Christian Greenberg 
KEEPERS OF THE LIGHTS $5.50 


A comprehensive record of lighthouses, lightships and other warning devices 
which since 1716 have guided and guarded coastwise shipping of America. The emphasis 
falls evenly on adventures, scientific achievement and pure Americana. Adamson's 
pride in the development of navigation aids, and his sure handling of a sprawling 
wealth of material are impressive and lend the book unusual warmth and dignity. Indi- 
vidual accounts of disaster, perilous rescue, human heroism share a common spirit, 
and become part of a central narrative of sacrifice and loneliness. He captures the 
humor and patience of the men and women who keep the lighthouses, the intimacies and 
the contretemps of their isolated lives, the children and the parties, the gales and 
the German submarines, crotchets and wayward buoys, Seminole attacks and abandoned 
rafts - all combining to give the book the variety and dimensions of a life story. 
There's a nostalgic wistfulness as Adamson describes the transfer of responsibility 
to the Coast Guard in 1939, and more recently the emergence of electronic devices destined 
to replace even the Coast Guard. Here's a special item for shore dwellers and those who 
love all facets of the sea. 


March 23 


McLaren, Moray Morrow-Sloane 
THE HIGHLAND JAUNT $4.00 


"A Study of James Boswell and Samuel Johnson upon their Highland and Hebridean 
Tour of 1773" follows the footsteps of these two with gusto and affection and retraces 
their Scottish journey with patient zeal. What emerges is a book of unexpected if 
Somewhat special charms. McLaren knows his Boswell and Johnson so well that he writes 
almost as if they were still alive; but more than that he makes the beautiful highland 
and island country through which they travelled exciting historically and pictorially, 
so that this book becomes something very real in itself. It can be read as an 
afficionado's appreciation of the two great eighteenth century figures; as a fascinating 
travel book; as history- and occasionally sociology. There is something here for many 
tastes. 


March 24 


Lader, Lawrence Doubleday 
THE MARGARET SANGER STORY $4.00 


An eloquent portrait of Margaret Sanger, whose fight for freedom went deeper 
than either education or suffrage, is a more personal story than her own autobiography 
(1938), and conveys her tremendous sense of mission. A very feminine feminist, selfless 
and quite shy, but impulsive and decisive when aroused, Margaret Sanger inherited her 
liberal humanitarianism from her father, while as the 6th of 11 children in a home 
dogged by debt and disease, she had the object lesson she never forgot. The marriage 
to Sanger, an architect, and the three children which did not unite the marriage; her 
determination to enunciate a new freedom for women from "sex servitude" which took her 
out of her home and into slum areas and prompted her first articles and lectures- all 
this preceded her research into contraceptive methods and her first stand against the 
law. A trip to Europe won her the lasting affection of Havelock Ellis, but she returned 
to America to face an indictment and the death of her little girl. Her first jail 
sentence, after opening a clinic in Brooklyn, led to the decision that she must work 
from the top down and secure the support of the wealthy and prominent, while a victory 
in the appellate court won her a partial vindication. From then on, she still 
struggled to secure medical support, wider legislation, and an extension of research and 
application as she continued to lecture around the world; a second marriage to an iron- 
Willed industrialist was based on a "compact of independence" but brought mutual happi- 
ness; and today, the establishment of clinics the country over has achieved her aims 
within her lifetime... A woman of high courage and conviction- she should find a new 
audience to conquer here. (LC: 55-5257) 
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McGraw-Hill 


Clifford, James | 
YOUNG SAM JOHNSON $5.20 7. 

A carpet slipper job, behind the scenes, before the curtain goes up - on the 
early years of Boswell's boy, this identifies the tiny stitches that formed the pattern 
of a men of literary history. And Sam comes through, as his background is filled in, 
from childhood until after the appearance of his Dictionary. Heredity, illness, emotional 
conflicts at the start of his life in Lichfield; his first cousin, first of his many con- 
doned companions; his poems and Gilbert Walmesley; his father's bookshop and his failure 
there; Oxford, depressions, his marriage to Tetty (Mrs. Porter); and, after an unfortunate 
attempt to be a schoolmaster - London. With his inability to earn a living, it was the 
country again and teaching and again London and hack writing, with many projects until 
The Dictionary and verse put his ball in the public court... From the Life, from recently 
available juvenilia, this takes a sober tracing of the man-to-be:- his uncommon abilities, 
his relations with his family, friends, ladies and gentlemen - and cronies; his clothes, 
health, scars, courage, depressions; his interest in persons rather than places, events 
rather than their settings; the basic form of his critical sense and approach; and the 
significance of the beginnings of an English great. For the delvers, the drudgers, this 
turns up, examines and construes and translates much that has gone before - in close mesh 
fashion. There is a market. Link this with The Highland Jaunt just reviewed. (LC:54-12672) 


March 28 


McGraw-Hill 


Koenig, Oskar 
PORI TUPU $1.00 
* A full bag from the happy hunting grounds of Africa is brought to us by Ossi ae 
Koenig, formidable marksman with gun, camera, and the word who took the road to bush and 
plain shortly after the first World War and remained to enjoy a land where reality and 
enchantment mingle in a special blend. His love of Africa, its starry nights and its 
creatures, comes to us as surely through his racontage as does his intimate knowledge of 
the wild game he first hunted as a professional and later sought to protect in planning 
the National Park of Tanganyika and the new game laws. There are amusing spectacles 
here - as of the rhino whom Ossi Koenig ousted on request from a railway section the 
beast rather forcefully claimed as his own; there are the many thrilling moments of big 
game hunting, with insights into the ways of elephant, rhino, lion, buffalo - always 
seasoned with humor or with sympathy; there are the touching moments when man and animal 
come close - as did the game warden in Nairobi and his tame lioness (a movie star whose 
life was taken by a man frightened by her appearance in his garden); there are the moving 
times when man meets myth in the form of the elephant Selemani, considered to be perhaps 
three hundred years old and never killed by avid hunters. For the audience of Hunter 
this memoir of years in Africa so alive with tales of man and beast, so revealing of the 
head and heart of the hunter is a mst. Photographs by the author. (LC: 55-7689) 


Diole, Philippe ee ee Messner 
THE GATES OF THE SEA 4/4? 1) 49 $4.50 

As much on land as underwater is this tour of Sicily, its coasts and its history, 
for Diole wanders far in his progress to the past. From the Straits of Messina, to Cefalu, 
Palermo, Trapani, Eryx, Motye, Selinante, Agrigento, Gela, Syracuse, Acireate and Taormina, 
his submarine "kingdom of silence" is as rewarding as the earthly reminders of dead civili- 
zations and the loneliness of diving equals the loneliness of the ruins. The classic cul- 
tures, people and events, ghosts of the marine past, are imbued with his hypnotic concen- rs 
tration; daily happenings on his travels bring his trip back into the world of the living; 
his reflective philosophy is expanded as he contemplates the mystic relationship of man 
and the sea. Almost a psychic investigator, Diole here indulges a certain intoxication 
of re-creation that, for those with a devotion to antiquity, will be heady stuff. For the 
ordinary skin.diver, this may prove too exquisite. Illustrated. (LC:. 55-6921) 
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Barth, Alan 4h Viking 


GOVERNMENT BY INVESTIGATION $3.00 


* A thoughtful, astute, sometimes abrasive, examination of the sorry spectacle 
of investigation by intimidation continues the evaluation of political theory and 
present practices of The Loyalty of Free Men (1950). Re-stating the fundamental fact 
that "political liberty consists of limitations upon the authority of governments", 

a fact which was at the basis of the Constitution when the separated powers of govern- 
ment were established,Alan Barth goes on to show how these powers are gravely out of 
balance as the legislative branch has acquired a dominance which is a danger to liberty, 
trespassing on the prerogative of the Executive, the judiciary, and the people. The 
investigatory power, while invaluable, is also difficult to define and difficult to 
control- and the ominous uses and abuses are demonstrated by recent political activities. 
McCarthy's assumption of the executive function led to many "wrecking operations" in 
Which the Voice of America was "reduced to a gurgle", the State Dept. was ruined- and 
reputations with it. The Kefauver hearings were a usurpation of the rights of the 
Courts; legislative trials have become a "device for condemning men without the formal- 
ities of due process"; foundations, churches, universities and the press have not been 
immune-- and suggested safeguards and a code of fair procedure can only establish 
certain limitations. The dangerous demagoguery of our time which has substituted 
inquisition for inquiry is exposed here- and appraised for the more serious reader 

in terms of political and judicial precedent and opinion. (LC: 55-6901) 


March~30 4/2 
Galbraith, John Kenneth Houghton, Mifflin 
THE GREAT CRASH- 1929 $3.00 


A Fortune writer picks up and puts together the pieces of our greatest dollar 
disaster, analyzes the fiscal factors which led to the collapse of 1929 and some of 
the dubious mismanagement and manipulation it revealed. Perhaps the most important 
part was the speculative momentum which preceded it, the Florida boom which had been 
an earlier lesson in effortless enrichment- and impoverishment, and which prompted a 
very comfortable era to believe that everyone could get rich quickly. The big bull 
market of which Coolidge was confident- but of which Hoover took a dim view; the 
marginal trading, unregulated investment trusts, unlimited brokers' loans, and the 
deliberately unconcerned attitude of the Federal Reserve all were behind the bubble 
which was first pricked in September, and was followed by impotent attempts to stem 
the collapse and the selling wave. In the postmortem which followed, the grave lapses 
of the bankers- the heads of the Chase and National City, the arraignment of Richard 
Whihey- a dishonest as well as disastrous businessman- were just individual incidents 
in this fiasco in which the Street became the biggest gambling enterprise of all time. 
A cautionary tale-which perhaps still exerts an "immunizing memory" for today as 
bright writing animates a dark era. (LC: 55-7639) 


ray 4 
March 27 | 2% v 


Muldoon, Guy Appleton -Century-Crofts 
LEOPARDS IN THE NIGHT $4.00 , 


Guy Muldoon's adventures as game warden in Nyasaland and head of an exper- 
imental fruit farm under Colonial Administration is an-unpretentious account of perils 
passed that draws the reader with its content rather than its style. Often called 
upon to kill man-eaters and cattle raiders who preyed on native villages,he tells 
many a chilling tale of leopard and lion. Marauding hippos led to two foolhardy battles 
by canoe; a baboon mop-up operation reached the scale of war when damage became un- 
bearable. There is special flavor in the story of a crocodile kill and in another of 
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poetic justice as the mystery behind the breakout of elephants from the reserve revealed 

the treachery of a village headman working with an ivory hunter. Guy Muldoon's beat is 

the bush and plain, and he writes about its denizens and his own accomplishments with 

modesty and sure knowledge that may attract hunter and casual reader alike. Introduc- > 


tion by Arthur Loveridge; photographs. (LC: 55-6070) 


March ?? 


Greene, Irving & Radcliffe, James R. Crown 
THE NEW HIGH FIDELITY HAND BOOK $4.95 


For the hi-fi enthusiast who takes this avocation very seriously, this gives 
a thorough description of the various components used in a high fidelity system- those 
being radio tuners, amplifiers, record players and speakers, home recorders, as well as 
the finer technical points of what makes them work- and what makes some better than others. 
How to make cabinets and enclosures for these audio systems and how to select the wood 
are extensively covered as well. There is also an all-inclusive glossary of hi-fi terms. 
In the text, prices are not mentioned, nor are specific manufacturers' models recommended- 
but there is a buyer's guide in the appendix. Illustrated with photos. 


Huddleston, Sisley Devin-Adair 
FRANCE: THE TRAGIC YEARS: 1939-1947 $5.00 


A testament from a newspaperman, (Christian Science Monitor) an Englishman 
who had adopted France is alert to the faults and virtues of his chosen home. But he 
also queries the deplorable steps and mistakes of Allied powers and treatment during 
the last war. Starting with the "phony" war of 1939, he measures his pace as he sur- s 


veys the legality of Vichy after that; the French opposition to Churchill, the dis- 
missal of Laval, the position of Darlan; castigates De Gaulle and upholds Petain. He 
considers the errors in North Africa, Petain's "high patriotism” in saving what could 
be saved by negation; the real and the false Resistance and the militia; the shattering 
of French unity and the effects of a material but not moral sense of recovery; the un- 
necessary concessions at Yalta. Then comes the liberation and its after effects - the 
summary executions of the 1944-45 terror and the ineffectuality of the Fourth Republic. 
Here is an understanding but personal judge and jury reporting on the things he knew 
and saw, the figures he followed - and the country whose tragedy he knew first hand. 
The dedicatory letter by Huddleston is to William C. Bullitt; the foreword is by Louis 
Guitard. This has faith and forbearance. Posthumous. (IC: 54-10820) 


Waggoner, Hyatt H. Harvard University Press 
HAWTHORNE: A Critical Study $4.75 


This is a zealous and in some ways fresh study of the New England novelist 

and writer. Analyzing each story and novel in great detail, Hawthorne is shown as a 
moralist and allegorist, affiliated with Spenser and Bunyan, and placed in direct rela- 
tion to orthodox Christianity as opposed to the liberal Christianity which prevailed 

in his day. Hawthorne is further defined as a conservative and a poet, a moralist of 
the heart, and an anti-intellectual. In all of these aspects he is seen as having more 
importance for the future, than for the positivist and behaviorist past. This is 
Waggoner's theme- and it is argued cogently if without charm. As such it provides a 
solid piece of literary exegesis-- important for students and critics rather than the 


general reader. & 
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Taylor, Richard Longmans, Green 
DESTRUCTION AND RECONSTRUCTION $7.50 


For that die-hard audience that canvasses everything published on the Civil 
War's military strategy, action and personalities, this re-issue, edited by Richard 
Harwell, will have unlimited appeal. For here, General Taylor, who was the son of 
President Zachary Taylor and the brother-in-law of President Jefferson Davis, surveys 
the years from Secession to the bitterness of Reconstruction, details the men and 
tactics of three different Confederate theaters of war (Virginia, Trans-Mississippi 
and the Southeast), and comments pointedly on his enemies, opponents - and latterly, 
his victors. Here are the pen pictures, the sketches of fellow officers, subordinates 
and passing strangers, little human incidents and touches lightening the following 
hopelessness - helplessness, and the despairing years of the aftermath, when he forfeited 
his citizenship and plantations for his refusal to ask for pardon, - all in personal 
perspective. Small scale, positive and often acid, this long out-of-print memoir will 
have a waiting audience. (LC: 55-5755) 


Horowitz, I. A. David McKay 
HOW TO WIN IN THE MIDDLE GAME OF CHESS $4.00 


A chess master's words on the "middle game of chess", which he calls the 
heart of the game and which is the greater part of the whole usually in the game 
quantitatively,- are sure to be heeded by devotees. The arts of combination, sacrifice, 
defense and attack and so forth come into play in the middle game. With a view to 
delighting as well as edifying, Mr. Horowitz tackles various elements in the middle 
game - a random sample of chapter titles includes "X-Ray Attack and Trapped Man”, 

"Pawn Majorities", "Advantage in Space"... Sure to be helpful for addicts. 


Untermeyer, Louis - Ad. _ Simon & Schuster 
MAKERS OF THE MODERN WORLD ¢/-5 $6.50 


A collection of biographical-interpretive pieces on ninety-one men and women 

whose creative contribution in the past hundred years has changed our way of living 

is chronologically ordered and attractively presented. The new ideas, masterpieces, 
inventions come from such varied individuals as Darwin, Baudelaire, Mary Baker Eddy, 
Renoir, Debussy, Wagner, Marie Curie, Sun Yat-sen, Gandhi, Stalin, Spengler, Schweitzer, 
Veblen, Ford, Edison, Marx, Kierkegaard, Chaplin. Omissions of highly creative persons 
whose output has been self-enclosed in its effect, inclusions of those who have mis- 
guided as well as those who have guided the steps of society indicate the intent of 

the book. A dazzling array. 


April 1 


Whitcombe, Harry J. Putnam 
& Douglas, John Scott $3.75 
BEES ARE MY BUSINESS 


Commercial bee-raising as a fascinating business is proved by the author's 
career in California, for his childish interest in them led him into years of experi- 
mentation and new development. From school through hard-earned college, bees provided 
him with needed cash, whether it was with his own stands or managing others'; bees 
helped him get married and learn the unusual aspects of Nevada bee-keeping; and bees, 
with their importance in pollinization after the effects of poisonous spray dusting 
had affected orchards and legume seed production, opened a new type of work. There is 
the business too of package-bees, shipped first by train and now by air (and the 
accidents in transport), and of the potentials of bee culture as its part in determin- 
ing an agricultural surplus, has been, and is being, proved - all along with the always 
interesting facts of the world of bees, with its laws of survival and "fidelty of 
intent". A man with a severe case of hives makes his life work a stinging story. 
Illustrated with photographs. (LC: 55-5774) 
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April 2 


Dutton 


Ellenwood, James Lee 
QUESTIONS PARENTS ASK $2.50 * 


A commentator on parents and (or versus) children, Ellenwood who has been ad- 
vising one generation on the handling of another for years 48 a relaxed and reliable 
guide, here contributes a few parental fiats and interdicts on anything from the daily 
snarls of family living to the ultimate objectives of upbringing. Discipline (the best 
possible, self-discipline); decisions, and at what age children can make them; why children 
can make them; why children want to leave home- when can they date and how late; schools, 
vocational guidance, sex education, down ta problems of clothes, religion, quarreling, 
chores, allowances, rough language, smoking, drinking- and for some reason sleepwalking, 
all enter the arena of arbitration here... Nothing newfangled certainly, but bringing 
up children in (and on) familiar, friendly terms. (LC: 55-5356) 


Apri Wire b 


Hanover House 


Tracy, Marian 
THE PEASANT COOK BOOK $3.50 


An all-around and all-around-the-world cookbook puts between covers a great 
many native dishes which- while of humble origins- will also lend prestige. From pot- 
au-feu to Sukiyaki, these soups and stews, salads and vegetables, omelets and egg dishes, 
and a great many meat and potato variations (no desserts) are pungent and easily practi- 
cable. They have been adapted for American tastes; there are specific notes about timing, 
substitutes, and suggested dishes to complete the menu; and while essentially hearty, 


they will also lend a gourmet touch to your table. (IC: 55-7026) e 


Parcher, Emily Seaber \ Prentice-Hall 
SHADY GARDENS: How to Plan and Grow Them ’ - 


This should prove a definitive book for those who are committed to gardening 
in the shade, whether through acquisition or choice. The author almost persuades me 
that shady gardens are to be preferred, provided they aren't in dense shade. And she 
gives one confidence that granted properly fed and prepared soil, careful selection of 
materials, planning for location, height, habits of growth etc. you can have flowers,- 
perennials, biennials, annuals; you can have bulbs; you can have ground covers, vines, 
shrubs. Some of the rules are different. Many of the considerations given. The what, 
where, when and how are all considered. And each section has a carefully planned list 
of material that likes a moderate degree of shade. The use of botanical names in the 
text, not always amplified to include common names, and the assumption that terminology 
is fairly routine, makes this a book not for a very beginning gardener, but for one who 
has begun to know, begun to specialize. Other factors than shady gardens are considered, - 
garden design, terraces, paths, walls and fences, garden pools and so on. And there's 
a fairly advanced chapter on soils. The book will be illustrated with 40 photographs, 
reproduced in black and white, half of them closeups of specific plants, the rest photo- 
graphs of garden spots. (LC: 55-7726) 


April 5 


Black, Rene Holt 
RENE BLACK'S COOKBOOK $4.00 


An elaborate and on the whole expensive collation distinguishes between cuisine 
and cookery, assembles a great many recipes of impressive- even imperial- origin from 
many countries. If the repertoire is distinguished, the specifications are often very @ 
vague and when more precise, require perhaps unfamiliar terms (sauteuse, bainmarie)-- 
but if you are experienced- you will be able to dazzle your dinner guests with anything 
from an Indonesian raspail to avocado ice cream. De luxe. 
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Maroger, Domonique- Fd. Macmillan 
@ THE MEMOIRS OF CATHERINE THE GREAT $h 50 






































To anyone whose background on the period of Russia's Catherine the Great was 
substantial, this editing of her memoirs would serve to round out a personality with 

a surprisingly honest self portrait. But to those whose Russian history is sketchy, 
this would be read in what is virtually a vacuum. For these are highly personal mem- 
oirs, intended to inform posterity of what events led up to her accession to the con- 
trol. One can draw definite conclusions as to her numerous affairs, the illigitimacy 
of her children, the fact that she considered Peter III incapable of ruling, a dissolute 
mindless buffoon, with whom she never had consummated her marriage. But -while getting 
a vivid enough picture of the round of life in court, where at times she was virtually 
prisoner of the Empress- one gets singularly little feeling of what went on in the out- 
side world. Names come and go, but remain names, not people. But one does learn to 
know the young Catherine, a sensualist somewhat by virtue of the boredom with her 
husband; masculine in her approach to amours; ambitious to prepare herself for the 
destiny she planned would be hers. The Memoirs end with her secret conference with her 
mother in law, but additional material in the form of letters, etc. fills in some gaps 
in the story. 


April 6 


Brandon, William Morrow 
THE MEN AND THE MOUNTAIN: Fremont's 4th Expedition $5.00 


This fourth expedition was an attempt to find a pass through the central 

Rocky Mountains in the depth of winter, the one failure of a great explorer, and the 
cause of some of the most savage suffering men have ever endured. The author's 

@ interest seems to center too much on the men who formed the party and the wilderness 
they traversed, and in this he succeeds at the expense of delaying the march of events. 
Fremont organized this winter expedition after his court-martial. He was cashiered 
from the Army as an aftermath of his freebooting expedition in California. Caught 
between the aspirations of General Kearny and Commodore Stockton as they rowed over 
supreme command and the spoils of war, Fremont was sacrificed. To vindicate himself, 
and perhaps to please his new father-in-law, Senator Benton, Fremont once more set 
out for the West. His personal motivation was perhaps too shallow to carry the party 
through the awful hazards. Or perhaps the mountain winter was just too much for men and 
mules. Whatever the reason, the expedition failed. But the members sensed their place 
in history and left individual records,and out of these journals and a host of other 
material, Brandon has documented his account. There are rare spots that will be long 
remembered, such as the tongue in cheek step by step description of the workings of 
the mind of a mule. Perhaps this may capture some segment of the market of the mountain 
fraternity. (LC: 55-5913) | 


Cook, Beatrice Morrow 
TRUTH IS STRANGER THAN FISHIN' $3.50 


An irresistible come-hither for the rod and reel boys, this re-creation of 
the evolution of tackle, origins of gear - and piscatorial philosophy. This feminine, 
angler (ready or not) has quarried out and collected a fisherman's delight - from 
3,000 B.C. (that is Imhotep, his barbed hook and rod - and his ever-loving wife in 
Egypt) up to Izaak Walton, and produced bits and pieces from their writings (or picto- 
graphs) to line up the evolution of sport fishing tackle and to interpolate her own 
version of what might have occurred (or what SHOULD have). The Prioress Juliana of 

e the 15th century (she wrote 4A Treatyse On .fysshynnge With An Angle has her problems in 
making her own rigs; Confucius learns the ways of cormorants and watches a romance; 
Aristotle on the island of Lesbos indoctrinates his master, Plato - and gets a lesson 
from his wife; while Walton suffers his second wife's sharp tongue - and sees his 
book printed - with an error that is more than grave. This goes to the source for 
the legacy of modern descendants in more than alluring prose positives. (LC: 55-6885) 
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Morison, Samuel Eliot- 4d. Little, Brown 
THE PARKMAN READER $6.00 


Excellently edited and selected this makes available excerpts from Parkman's 
many volumes now out of print on France and England In North America and succeeds in pre- 
senting the sweep of his history and the quality of his research, evaluation and style. 
Morison's capsule biography of Parkman is cleancut and warm; his introduction indicates 
the reasons for sharing his "joy and inspiration" with new generations and explains his 
handling of the sections of the text, his modernizing of place name spellings, the dele- 
tion of Parkman's footnotes and the excuse for his own,, The book comprises about one 
seventh of the whole work, places the material on Native Tribes at the beginning, then 
goes on to the pioneers of France, the Jesuits, the Great West and the growth of Canada; 
it closes with the Indian Wars, King Williams', Queen Anne's, the taking of Louisburg, 
the Seven Years War- and the epic picture of Wolfe and Montcalm at Quebec. The selections 
are lengthy to insure the completeness of the picture and are chosen with an eye to dis- 
playing the great historian's skill, vitality and sensitivity. A work that should find 
a welcome in all libraries, this is a happy resurrection of basic American material. 


(LC: 55-6535) 
April 8 


Blackmur, R. P. Harcourt, Brace 
THE LION AND THE HONEYCOMB $5.00 


The ripe commentaries of R. P. Blackmur collected here from several years' sowing 
provide goodly reaping for the litterateur. His concern is for the place and state of the 
artist and his works, the scholar and the critic. His essays range from discussion of the 
craft of Melville to the meaning of expatriatism in artists. He examines the nature of 
Eliot's criticism, of Henry James', of Dante's - and considers criticism as intermediary 
between audience and artist. He comments on the artist as hero, the artist in a society 
without a dominating class but with economic pressures. Notes on rereading Irving Babbitt 
involve a search into humanism and symbolic imagination; Trilling's The Liberal Imagination 
leads into the politics of human power. There is a good deal about Henry Adams and a good 
deal about Henry James. Whatever the artist or work of art discussed, there is always a 
view to the deepest relevance in the life of mind and art in scciety. There is always a 
search for the "modus vivendi", for man who falls between the numen and moha that are of 


his being. Gourmet's delicacy. (LC: 55-5638) | in 
W/Z 
Waltari, Mika Putnam 

A NAIL MERCHANT AT NIGHTFALL $3.50 0 


A tour de force which may, just possibly, capture the fancy of those looking 
for something in the vein of allegory, fantasy. With tongue in cheek, the author of 
The Egyptian takes his readers into the mind of the creative artist, plagued by creatures 
demanding birth, sidetracked by the erratic behaviour of his own heart, mind and emotions. 
He sees himself as a materialist, a nail merchant, who has decided to retire, but whose 
neglected heart returns to plague him and whose imagination haunts him with the figures 
of the unborn, in this particular of an aging Egyptian, Sinuhe. He leaves his heart with 
a beautiful friend and goes off with his dog to the lakeside to bring his Egyptians to 
life. The fourth sunset finds him accepting defeat, the impermanence of love, the importance 
of good food, a good wife, a good bed and a good book. There are bits of poetic writing 
here. But the appeal is special. 2 

April ll Y 


Guerard, Albert Knopf / 
NAPOLEON III $2.50 a > 


Another good addition to Great Lives in Brief, this is a concise, informative 
study of the man who for 22 years ruled France, and for 15 was arbiter of Europe. This 
nephew of Bonaparte had greatness thrust upon him. But he had also, unusual for his times, 
the virtue of human kindness. An exile during the reign of Louis-Philippe, he grew up in 
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Germany, Italy, England, America, and incognito in France, and took something from 
each country. Unaffected by public doubts of his legitimacy, he felt himself a thor- 
ough Bonaparte, sure of his destiny. And with the fall of the monarchy he was elected 
sight unseen as Prince-President. When, before the expiration of his term he de- 
manded a plebiscite, he won an overwhelming vote for restoration of the Empire. From 
here on, his life reads like that of a modern Captain of Industry with a conscience. 
His rule was significant for the reconstruction of Paris and other cities into their 
modern pattern; reorganization of water supplies, sewage and drainage systems (in- 
surance against unemployment). Having seen other lands he was not content with 
picturesque squalor. The success of the Great Exposition and the opening of the 

Suez Canal seemed the pinnacle of his glory. In his private life he was an invet- 
erate amorist; he kept love apart from politics and his marriage to Eugenie was a 
model of propriety. But the people of Paris never really liked him. He was always 
more a European than a Frenchman. His people criticized him for being a Man of Peace, 
and responsible for the Crimean blunder, the failure of the grab at Mexico, the 

menace of Bismarck. But Napoleon III understood his century and with defeat escaped 
to England and lived out his last days as a quiet gentleman. A factual, unbiassed 
study, that should whet the appetite for more. 


April 11 


Miers, Earl Schenck Knopf ; 
THE WEB OF VICTORY $5.00 ~~ 


Grant at Vicksburg- so reads the sub-title of this lively, vivid account 
of those fateful months. Just as Miers brought General Sherman to life in his earlier 
book, The General Who Marched to Hell (1951) and did a creative job of weaving auth- 
entic primary sources into a narrative, he has here achieved the same miracle. The 
contemporary records, from both sides of the conflict, form an integral part of what 
reads like a story, so one has a sense of contemporary reporting, and at the same 
time a conviction that that was the way it was. Many will feel that Miers has perhaps 
overstressed the contributory evidence on Grant's »propensity to turn to drink when 
loneliness and discouragement prevail over his dedication to duty. But- at the same 
time- Miers indicates that those closest to him shielded him from the catastrophic 
results that might have been, and that at no time did the job really suffer. More 
of the details of the various attempts to encircle Vicksburg, more of the setbacks 
and discouragements, the internal conflicts with subordinates, the heartbreaks are 
given than in any other record of the campaign I have encountered. But the victory, 
with its tragic overtones, is all the more impressive. A book that makes good read- 
ing and for Civil War enthusiasts, strategists and armchair campaigners, this is a 
must. 

April 13 


Bowen, Elenore Smith Harper 
RETURN TO LAUGHTER $3.50 


There is no stranger and more rocky journey than the voyage of self-discovery 
made over the sea of an alien culture. This is the journey Elenore Smith Bowen, a 
young American anthropologist, made when she undertook the study of an African tribe. 
She came to the tribe without its language and learned it as she tried to find the 
dynamics of tribal life. She became enmeshed in intertribal struggles for power, and 
learned to play the sides to the advantage of her gleaning; she ultimately had to 
face her protector, Chief Kako, and prove the efficacy of her knowledge and witch- 
craft. She discovered the power of witchcraft in the culture and experienced the 
inefficacy of it when her gentle friend Amara died and accusations did not save her; 
she saw her friends turn mad when "water" was brought into the village - when a small- 
pox epidemic raged andage-mate turned against age-mate, brother against brother. She 
herself escaped during the epidemic to return a few months later, appreciative both 
of her own background which had made her something forever different in basic outlook 
from her tribal friends and of their ability to accept their failures and misfortunes, 
facing them with laughter, a laughter acknowledging reality. Unusual in intent and 
execution. (LC: 55-6566) 
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April 13 


Harper 


Donovan, Robert J. 
THE ASSASSINS $3 352 Ht vv 
The White House correspondent for the Herald Tribune, Robert Donovan, first 
started thinking about the men who tried to take the lives of presidents of the United 
States when he encountered Collazo's attempt on Truman in 1950. He found the assassins 
a bizarre lot, as he searched for the causes of their violence and what happened to them. 
Seven times men have been known to attack presidents, and three times they have been suc- 
cessful; the influence of some has been far from what they expected. Guiteau, Garfield's 
assassin, who wanted a job and glory, brought on Arthur's organization of Civil Service; 
after Zolgotz' murder of McKinley, Secret Service protection became constant. Most of 
the men believed they were God's instruments - Schrank, who assailed Teddy Roosevelt 
while campaigning, had dreamed that Roosevelt had murdered McKinley; King Dick Lawrence 
believed he had rights above Jackson: The Booth-Lincoln story is another of a road to 
recognition and glory clothed with fervor for the Confederacy. Zangara, whose stomach 
hurt him and who was anti-capitalist, went gunning for Roosevelt over Hoover simply be- 
cause he was more conveniently located. Mr. Donovan points out that with the exception 
of the fanatic attempts of the Puerto Ricans, the strange, serious men who tried to kill 
our top executives have been severely unbalanced, for which we may be thankful. A 


subject with some drawing power. (LC: 55-6574) 


Lermolo, Elizabeth Harper _ 
FACE OF A VICTIM $3.50 75 


This closely remembered account of eight years spent in political isolation 
in the Urals and Siberia has its greatest moments of revelation not so much in Elizabeth 
Lermolo's own story- tragic as it was- but in the accounts of others met in these prisons 
who were privy to some of the submerged incidents of the Soviet regime. Mrs. Lermolo was 
arrested in 1934 and while "politically uninformed", was suspect as the wife of a White 
Guardist and counterrevolutionary. Long interrogations as to her contact (a chance one) 
with a man involved in the assassination of Stalin's second in command led to torture, 
and finally these years of imprisonment. Volkov, a fellow prisoner, the personal chef 
to Lenin, witnessed his death by poison. The aunt of Zoya Nikitina told her of this 
girl's attempt to assassinate Stalin. From the oldest friend of Nadya Allilueva, 
Stalin's wife, she was given the personal history behind their marriage- unequal in 
years- and uneven in harmony- which ended in Stalin's murder of Allilueva in an outburst 
of rage. And Mrs. Lermolo's own story of this period of internment, of the disciplines 
she imposed as a means of "psychological self-preservation", of the mental monotony of 
this life and the physical deterioration, has a personal as well as political interest. 


(LC: 55-6587) 


Smith, Merriman Harper 
MEET MISTER EISENHOWER $3.50 “ 


A public man in a private eye - or how the U.P. reporter (at the White House 
since 1941) views Mr. President. Following him for half his campaign, in attendance 
from Korea to Colorado, Georgia and California, Bermuda, Canada and Mexico, Smith is 
also on hand for golf, fishing,cooking - and at work. So - from the fringes of the 
official family comes this candid camera-ing - which, if once in a while in soft focus, 
is also often very sharp, and which attempts, in spite of obligatory distortion, a 
balanced personal (not political) picture. Within the medium of his media are these 
reports on Ike, Mamie, their national and household life; unpublicized interests and 
characteristics; the new home in Gettysburg; the grandchildren; religion; the people 
that make up the presidential working team; the chances of candidacy in 1956. A marker 
at the halfway point, this is not an achievement record but a close pen portrait in 
popular terms. Illustrated. (LC: 54-12199) 
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April 14 


Little, Brown- AMP 


Lynn, Kenneth 
THE DREAM OF SUCCESS $4.00 


* A signal contribution to the field of American literary and social analysis 
is subtitled A Study of the American Imagination. Through its study of the impact of 
the success myth on the consciousness of five turn-of-the-century novelists, each of 
whom took that myth as the key to our society, it brings into clear focus the widening 
gap between the myth and the dream that gave their works the characteristics peculiar 
to them. The five are Dreiser, London, David Graham Phillips, Frank Norris and Robert 
Herrick. Their common problems were poverty, the horrors attached to success, the gamble 
of marriage, the corruption of sexual relations attendant upon success, the spoiled 
"second generation", material satiation and so forth. But the individuality of each 
writer is rather masterfully recreated by Lynn in the analytical essays that precede. 
Horatio Alger comes first- as a sugary prelude to sour grapes. His were the stories 
that set the pure and simple pattern of success with which few found quarrel until the 
90's. Then those who did noted their surroundings with a wide range of emotional 
responses. While Dreiser and London were born poor and followed the real path from 
rags to riches, Phillips, Norris and Herrick- were born with the “handicap” of silver 
spoons in their mouths. Dreiser's novels followed much the patternof his own life and 
Lynn ties the two together in a neat package. He does the same for London, the “brain 
merchant", whose oddly engendered socialism backfired. Phillips, whose Lochinvars 
were ever from the West, was killed by a paranoid from the class of snobs he berated; 
Norris was a mama's boy whose attempts at success ran to the psychological perverse; 
Herrick went to the extreme of prescribing a transcendent loyalty to the state to 
replace the lost good old days. The fascinating material can only be hinted at here, 
and Lynn's mind acts on it with incisive brilliance that restores its significance. 


April ?? 


Langdon-Davies, John Devin-Adair 
SEEDS OF LIFE: The Story of Sex $3.00 


This goes up the family tree from amoeba to man following the progress of 
reproduction from vegetative to sexual processes and produces some aspects of natural 
history that are fascinating to know about. Even old enemies - the parasite of malaria, 
the career of the termite and the bedbug, - look a bit more pleasant in the light of 
their fight for survival; there's a look in on agriculture in the aphis and rust; 
snails and earthworms add an unusual touch as does the bee orchid, the yucca and its 
moth, even robins and spiders. Courtship is part of the picture as it. leads into 
the human form of reproduction. The emphasis is on the genius of sex, as it employs 
specific adaptation to environment, adjusts and varies in the necessity of continuing 
the species. This will companion the worthwhile Web Of Life by John H. Storer, (1953), 
as a stimulating scientific introduction. (LC: 55-7742) 


PG- 
Bates, Marston pra Scribner sel 
THE PREVALENCE OF PEOPLE $$32°3.9S 


Marston Bates the scientist, established a good reading public with books 
like The Nature of Natural History (1950), and later, his study of the tropics Where 
Winter Never Comes. Here, through the opportunity afforded him by a Rockefeller Founda- 
tion grant, he tackles the problem of world population with a naturalist's insight 

that establishes the connecting links between the many fields involved and in his own 
statement of these most devastating problems, he adds greatly to the clarification of 
issues. It is wide territory that he sets out to cover. To encompass it, he discusses 
the problem of public health, birth, death and migration- in terms of resources and 
purposes- the world over and in the light of history. An initial chapter on the 
population problem gives what records of man's numbers there are (and have been in the 
past), population trends and the relative meaning of "density", the basic qualities of 
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human nature, and some of the qualities of cultural evolution. On these last two topics 

hang the core of his thesis- that culture is the soil from which our actions grow and 

that it is improvable. Further material- on the different kinds of man, his relation 

to the means of subsistence, reproduction, birth control, death, war, famine, disease, © 
migration, health improvement and eugenics- is related in an anthropological rather than 

a coldly technical context. Each of the topics is inevitably linked to the social mind 

of the peoples involved- whether English or American or Pygmies- and with a view towards 
directly improving action where it is possible. Definitely stimulating reading, and 

with its popularity, it may reach a wider audience than the more scholarly parallels. 


(LC: 55-7190) 
April 2? 


Simon & Schuster 


Chayevsky, Paddy 

TELEVISION PLAYS $3.50 
Probably only for the practising or aspiring script writer, these six plays 

by one of the most successful of the video dramatists are hour length dramas which were 

written for the Philco-Goodyear Playhouse. All of them dealing as they do with common 

people and ordinary situations introduce what he terms the "drama of introspection" 

(not too introspective for this audience) since they mst substitute depth for breadth 

to compensate for the limitations of the screen. The introductory notes provide a 

good deal of practical information on writing for this medium, on the television craft - 

its particular restraints and problems, on marketing and production, etc. A professional 


market here. 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Eklund, Jane- PHILIPPA- author reference now to read- Ball, Jane Eklund. Date 
from 1/2 to 2/10. Price from $3.00 to $3.50. (Houghton, Mifflin) 
McAdam, Terry- Title from MORE THAN HALF DEAD to VERY MUCH ALIVE. Date from 
1/? to 2/10. Price is $3.00. (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Hallinan, Nancy- ROUGH WINDS OF MAY- from 1/19 to 3/16. Price from $3.75 to 
$3.95. (Harper) 
Goin, Olive B.- THE WORLD OUTSIDE MY DOOR- from 2/1 to 2/21. (Macmillan) 
Jameson, Storm- THE HIDDEN RIVER- from 2/2 to 3/30. (Harper) 
Thompson, Kate- GREAT HOUSE- from 2/15 to 3/1. (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Campbell, Patricia- BY SUN AND CANDLELIGHT- from 2/21 to 3/1. (Macmillan) 
Hoare, G.- THE MISSING MACLEANS- from 2/11 to 2/25. (Viking) 
White, T.H.- THE BOOK OF BEASTS- from 2/? to 3/11. (Putnam) 
Thomsen, Richard- THE TYRANTS- from 2/11 to 2/25. (Putnam) 
Standish, Robert- ESCAPE FROM PIMLICO- from 3/8 to 3/15. (Macmillan) 
Kubizek, A.- MY YOUNG FRIEND ADOLF HITLER- from 2/18 to 3/10. (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Irvine, William- APES, ANGELS & VICTORIANS- from 2/24 to 3/28. (McGraw-Hill) 
Brownlow, Louis- A PASSION FOR POLITICS- definite date 3/11. Price is $7.50. 
(University of Chicago) 
Swiggett, Howard- THE STRONGBOX- price from $3.50 to $3.75. (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Rein, Harold- FEW ARE LEFT- price from $2.50 to $3.50. (John Day) 
Hoffman, F.J.- THE TWENTIES- price from $5.00 to $6.00. (Viking) 
Matchett, W.H.- THE WATER OUZEL- price from $2.50 to $3.50. (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Bainbridge, John- GARBO- price from $4.50 to $4.00. (Doubleday) 
Gardner, I.- BIRTHDAYS FROM THE OCEAN- price from $2.50 to $3.00.(Houghton,Mifflin) - 
Hunt & Underwood- CALICO ROUNDS- definite date 3/16. (Harper) 
Melville, A.M.- JOHN CARROLL OF BALTIMORE- definite date 3/21. (Scribner) @ 
72 (R) Hordern, William- A LAYMAN'S GUIDE TO PROTESTANT THEOLOGY- from 3/1 to 3/29 
: (Macmillan) 
72 (R) Jordan, G. Ray- BEYOND DESPAIR- from 2/15 to 4/19. (Macmillan) 
72 (R) Klausner, Joseph- THE MESSIANIC IDEA IN ISRAEL- from 2/21 to 3/22. (Macmillan) 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR’ MARCH 
F C T 


CONTEMPORARY 


‘Hallinan, Nancy ROUGH WINDS OF MAY (Harper) $3-95 57 
Hobart, Alice Tisdale VENTURE INTO DARKNESS (Longmans, Green) 3.95 hg 
Maugham, Robin BEHIND THE MIRROR (Harcourt, Brace) 3.50. 95 
Weidman, Jerome YOUR DAUGHTER IRIS (Doubleday) 3:90 9S 
Forester, C. S. THE GOOD SHEPHERD (Little, Brown - April 

Book of the Month dual selection) 3075 v.98 


Jameson, Storm THE HIDDEN RIVER (Harper - April Book of 
the Month dual selection) 3.00 786 


PERIOD AND HISTORICAL 


Graham, Alice Walworth THE VOWS OF THE PEACOCK (Doubleday) $4.50 
Kenyon, F. W. EMMA (Crowell) 3-95 
McCormick, Theodora THE EMERALD CROWN (Funk & Wagnalls) 3.75 
Masters, John COROMANDEL! (Viking - March Literary Guild) 3.95 
Carr, John Dickson CAPTAIN CUT-THROAT (Harper) 3.50 
Eckerson, Olive MY LORD ESSEX (Holt) 4.50 


MYSTERIES AND WESTERNS 


Frazee, Steve CRY COYOTE (Macmillan) $2.75 


Lacy, Ed THE BEST THAT EVER DID IT (Harper) 2.50 
Powell, Richard FALSE COLORS (Simon & Schuster ) 2.50 
Lockridge, R. & F. BURNT OFFERING (Lippincott) 2.50 


te Bee ee ea or Wee ne ae 


LIVING WITH OTHERS 


Owen, Frank TEMPESTUOUS JOURNEY (McGraw-Hill) 
Muir, Edwin AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY (Morrow-Sloane ) 
Lindbergh, Anne Morrow GIFT FROM THE SEA (Pantheon) 
Bainbridge, John GARBO (Doubleday ) 

Gifford, James YOUNG SAM JOHNSON (McGraw-Hill) 


SCIENCE AND ADVENTURE - TOGETHER AND APART 


Barruel, Paul BIRDS OF THE WORLD (Oxford U.P.) 


Hawkes, Jacquetta MAN ON EARTH (Random House) 
Irvine, Willian APES, ANGELS AND VICTORIANS (McGraw-Hill) - 


Koenig, Oskar PORI TUPU (McGraw-Hill) 


HISTORY - PAST AND PRESENT 


West, Rebecca A TRAIN OF POWDER (Viking) 
Lancaster, Bruce FROM LEXINGTON TO LIBERTY (Doubleday) 





